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Editorial  of  the  Month 


Madame  Chiang  Kai-Shek  Urges  Return  to  Religion 


AVERY  timely  and  thought-producing 
messas;e  for  Christian  people  at  this 
season  of  the  year  is  found  in  the  following 
extracts  from  the  text  of  the  speech  by 
Madame  Chiang  Kai-shek,  wife  of  the  Chinese 
Generalissimo,  as  read  at  the  New  York 
Herald  Tribune  Forum  on  Current  Problems, 
October  26th,  1939,  by  Mrs.  Theodore  Roose- 
velt: 

The  very  door  of  diplomacy  seems  to  have 
been  slammed  shut  upon  religion.  Yet,  reli- 
gion is  the  main  pillar  of  civilization  and 
without  it  there  can  be  no  international  right- 
eousness, no  justice,  no  common  decency  and 
no  guarantee  of  the  honoring  of  the  pledged 
word.  There  can  presently  be  no  confidence  in 
treaties  when  these,  uninfluenced  by  religious 
scruples,  are  violated  just  as  soon  as  they 
become  irksome  to  unprincipled  governments 
which  are  covetous  and  which  contemplate 
irregularities  in  seeking  possession  and  power. 

The  word  of  men  as  embodied  in  inter- 
national documents  appears  to  be  fast  becom- 
ing without  bond,  without  standing,  without 
worth.  If  civilization  is  now  to  be  saved  we 
must  recover  that  unselfish  devotion  and 
'  fervor  which  characterized  the  medieval  cru- 
saders. We  must  regain  power  and  stand 
unflinchingly  for  those  hish  principles  upon 
which  democracy  was  originally  formed  so 
that  the  liberty  of  men  and  the  sanctity  of 
human  rights  shall  not  disappear  from  the 
earth. 

Without  religion  no  state  can  long  endure. 
That  now  should  be  clear  enough.  If  reli- 
gious principles  governed  all  treaty  makers 
there  would  be  no  treaty  breakers.  If  reli- 
gious feeling  beat  in  the  hearts  of  would-be 
destroyers  there  would  be  no  destruction. 

If  religious  thoughts  entered  the  minds  of 
those  who  profit  from  the  sales  of  munitions 
to  international  lawbreakers  for  subjugation 
of  victims  by  aggression,  there  would  be  no 
aggression  and  there  would  be  no  victims. 

We  Chinese  women  and  people  are,  how- 
ever, victims — the  original  ones,  in  fact — of 
the  resurrection  of  barbarism  that  has  prac- 
tically supplanted  international  treaties  and 
codes  and  stained  with  shame  this  advanced 
period  in  our  so-called  civilization. 

The  very  fact  that  this  should  be  so  in 
this  year  of  grace  1939  is  a  remarkably  sad 


commentary  upon  modern  ideas  of  upholding 
the  worth  of  treaties  whose  humanitarian 
safeguards  supposedly  were  characteristic  of 
civilization. 

But  when  religion  and  all  that  it  implies 
returns  to  inspire  and  govern  men  in  all  their 
relations  with  their  fellows,  it  is  certain  that 
international  decency  of  conduct  will  also 
return.  It  is  certain,  too,  that  jealousies, 
injustices,  suspicions,  antagonism  and  war 
will  quickly  vanish  and  that  right  will  prevail 
for  the  lasting  good  of  humankind. 

To  restore  peace  that  passeth  all  under- 
standing in  personal  and  world  affairs,  we 
women  have  a  mighty  task  imposed  upon  us. 
The  opportunity  to  do  great  good  has  been 
given  us  by  this  near  breakdown  of  civiliza- 
tion, by  this  abominable  prostration  before 
the  fetish  of  expediency,  by  this  sight  of 
millions  of  men  marching  to  their  doom,  by 
this  unparalleled  orgy  of  selfish  and  wicked 
use  of  brute  force  to  destroy  humanity  in  a 
mad  will-o'-the-wisp  pursuit  of  personal 
power. 

Throughout  the  ages  the  progress  of  civili- 
zation and  the  stability  of  society  have  been 
measurable  by  the  amount  of  influence  for 
good  that  women  have  exercised  in  their  com- 
munities. It  is  a  heritage  that  we  women  can- 
not ignore.  It  is  one  that  we  must  uphold, 
one  of  which  we  must  be  worthy. 

There  is  no  standing  still,  no  going  back- 
ward. We  can  only  go  forward,  and  we 
should  do  that  in  the  spirit  of  the  crusaders 
with  their  invincible  cross  ever  before  them. 

Unless  a  radical  change  comes  over  the 
hearts  and  the  minds  of  men,  some  of  us, 
at  least,  will  live  to  see  civilization  perish  by 
the  very  means  used  so  long  and  so  ruthlessly 
to  destroy  China.  There  is  only  one  thing 
that  can  prevent  such  a  disaster  to  humanity 
— it  is  religion,  whose  partial  eclipse  I  lament. 

When  national  consciousness  and  individual 
consciousness  are  developed  through  a  belief 
in  religion,  when  religion  is  accepted  as  the 
central  pivot  and  motivating  force  of  life  and 
conduct,  then  the  doom  of  civilization  may  be 
averted,  but  not  until  then. 

We  feel  we  are  justified  in  this  plea — 
because  for  America  to  do  otherwise  should 
be  tantamount  to  her  admission  that  civiliza- 
tion had  foundered  and  that  the  gods,  Expedi- 
( Continued  on  Page  347) 


The  Quiet  Hour 

JuuA  Hall  Bartholomew 


By  this  shall  all  men  know  that  ye  are  my  disciples,  if  ye  have  love  one  to  another. 

—John  13:35. 


Religion  is  the  life  of  man  in  gratitude  and 
obedience  and  gradually  developing  likeness  to  God. 

— Phillips  Brooks. 


It  is  the  variations  of  the  morn 

That  are  forever  more  and  more. 

The  single  dawning  of  the  single  truth. 

— Witter  Bynner. 


If  you  will  brood  upon  truth,  goodness  and  beauty, 
their  reflections  will  be  incarnate  in  your  own  spirit. 

— Charles  Atwood  Campbell. 


Thoughts  that  sometimes  grieved. 
Still  well  remembered,  grieve  not  me; 
From  all  that  darkened  and  deceived 
Lpsoars  my  spirit  free. 

— Florence  Earle  Coates. 


He  who  accepts  suffering  or  limitation  in  the  high- 
est spirit,  is  helping  with  Jesus,  to  bear,  and  so  to 
bear  away  the  sin  of  the  world. 

—John  Wricht  Buckham. 


Let  me  both  diligently  work,  and  duly  pray; 
Let  me  be  kind  in  word  and  deed  just  for  today. 

— Samuel  Wilberforce. 


Faith  will  turn  any  course,  light  any  path,  relieve 
any  distress,  bring  joy  out  of  sorrow,  peace  out  of 
strife,  friendship  out  of  enmity,  heaven  out  of  hell. 
Faith  is  God  at  work. 

— F.  L.  Holmes. 


Through  prayer  we  must  seek  to  know  God's  will, 
and  to  fit  our  lives  into  the  pattern  of  His  purpose. 

— Alice  Hecan  Rice. 


O  ye  who  lead. 
Take  heed! 

Blindness  we  may  forgive. 
But  baseness  we  will  smite. 

— William  Vaughn  Moody. 


Whatever  correction  of  our  popular  views  we  make 
from  insight,  nature  will  be  sure  to  bear  us  out  in. 
and  though  it  seem  to  rob  us  of  some  joy,  will  repay 
us  with  a  greater. 

— R.  W.  Emerson. 

How  good,  that  he  who  always  knew 

That  being  lovely  was  a  duty. 
Should  have  gold  halls  to  wander  through 

And  should  himself  inhabit  beauty. 

— Joyce  Kilmer. 


Every  gay,  every  bright  word  or  picture,  like  every 
pleasant  air  of  music,  is  a  piece  of  pleasure  set 
afloat;  the  reader  catches  it,  and  if  he  be  healthy, 
goes  on  his  way  rejoicing,  and  it  is  the  business  of 
art  to  so  send  him  as  often  as  possible. 

— R.  L.  Stevenson. 


Everything  mortal  has  moments  immortal. 
Swift  and  God-gifted,  immeasurably  bright. 

—Amy  Lowell. 


"To  miss  the  chance  of  service,  to  fail  to  speak  the 
word  of  kindness,  not  to  impart  something  of  our 
strength  and  good  will  to  those  who  need  them,  this 
is  the  sin  that  finds  little  chance  of  atonement.'" 


What  gulfs  between  him  and  the  seraphim! 
Slave  of  the  wheel  of  labor:  what  to  him  .  .  . 
Are  the  long  reaches  of  the  peaks  of  song. 
The  rift  of  dawn,  the  reddening  of  the  rose? 

— Edwin  Markhah. 


The  Prayer 


TEACH  us  to  be  anxious  for  nothing,  and  when  we  have  done  what  Thou  hast  given  us  to  do.  help  us, 
O  God.  to  leave  the  issue  to  Thy  wisdom.  Amen. 

— Bishop  Westcott. 
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Memories  of  Christmas  in  Japan 

Mary  E.  Gerhard. 


CHRISTMAS,  in  every  land,  is  the  most 
beloved  of  all  the  holidays  and  seasons: 
in  Japan  we  call  it  the  Christmas  season  for 
an  extended  period,  in  fact  for  a  good  many 
weeks.  For  the  missionaries  the  earliest 
matter  is  making  plans  to  remember  loved 
ones  far  away,  so  we  "do  our  Christmas  shop- 
ping early",  wrap  packages,  and  write  letters, 
in  spare  moments  all  through  the  month  of 
November,  thinking  of  the  thousands  of  miles 
that  they  must  traverse  to  reach  the  friends 
over  there.  Precious  memories  of  past  Christ- 
mases,  and  loving  thoughts  of  those  who  are 
to  receive  our  tokens  go  out  with  these  gifts, 
that  are  usually  slight  in  value  and  light  in 
weight,  since  postage  has  doubled  and  purses 
are  light.  Calendars,  pictures,  cards,  or 
small  articles  that  do  not  weigh  very  much 
are  frequently  the  only  things  that  can  be 
given  but  real  heartfelt  Christmas  love  goes 
with  them.  Through  November  and  Decem- 
ber, boys  and  girls  and  young  people  of  the 
schools,  kindergartens,  Bible  Classes  and 
churches  plan  and  practise  Christmas  pro- 
grams. Letters  and  cards  to  many  friends 
within  Japan  are  prepared,  too,  within  these 
weeks. 

As  for  Christmas  meetings,  I  will  tell  of 
those  that  I  attended  last  year.  The  first  was 
on  December  16th,  when  a  group  of  boys 
who  had  been  attending  a  weekly  Bible  class 
came  to  my  home  to  celebrate  Christmas. 
Carols  on  the  victrola,  English  Christmps 
songs  which  we  all  sang,  reading  in  English 
the  stories  of  Luke  and  Matthew,  gave  them 
pleasure,  and  they  seemed  to  be  impressed 
with  the  challenge  to  take  Jesus  as  a  personal 
friend,  the  greatest  of  all  Christmas  gifts. 
Next  I  attended  a  Christmas  party  given  by 
the  Miyagi  High  School  to  60  poor  children 
from  the  Orphanage  in  the  Y.  W.  C.  A.  social 
room;  the  girls  and  their  guests  filled  the  large 
room,  and  the  students  found  much  joy  in 
making  or  buying  small  gifts,  then  giving 
them  to  the  little  orphans  at  this  party — an 
annual  affair  for  a  good  many  years.  That 
evening  I  was  present  at  a  large  gathering 


of  the  boys  of  North  Japan  College  and 
Academy  in  the  Rahauser  Memorial  Chapel 
for  a  worship-service  of  Christmas  songs, 
Bible  verses,  prayers,  and  an  address  by  Dean 
Zaugg.  The  boyish  voices  ring  out  joyfully 
in  Japanese  translations  of  the  dear  old 
Carols.  I  was  glad  they  sang  in  English  one 
of  my  special  favorites — ^"Oh,  Little  Town  of 
Bethlehem."  December  18th,  Sunday  eve- 
ning, there  was  a  delightful  English  service 
of  Scripture  and  Song  in  the  Chapel.  Decem- 
ber 22nd,  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  had  its  celebra- 
tion with  candles  and  no  other  lights  on  and 
around  a  small  tree  in  one  of  the  college 
rooms.  December  23rd  I  had  a  Christmas 
dinner  for  some  Japanese,  one  of  the  guests 
being  my  faithful  cook  and  housekeeper.  The 
same  day  I  went  to  see  the  happy  little  ones 
of  the  Sacred  Love  Kindergarten  celebrate 
Christmas  with  their  carefully  prepared  songs, 
dialogue,  and  play.  That  evening  I  was  glad 
to  be  present  at  the  Miyagi  College  Christmas 
service,  held  in  the  beautiful  new  Auditorium, 
attended  by  all  the  pupils  and  many  guests. 
I  have  been  teaching  a  few  hours  a  week  here 
so  I  was  with  the  teachers  and  helped  to  sing, 
and  carried  a  candle  with  the  rest.  The  music 
is  always  of  a  high  order  and  well  prepared 
by  our  Girls'  College. 

On  December  24th,  in  my  home  I  had  a 
party  for  the  little  folks  of  my  neighborhood, 
where  many  families  live  in  small  houses 
built  close  together.  In  preparation  for  the 
small  guests,  I  had  carried  all  of  the  furniture 
out  of  the  room,  which  has  also  removable 
doors  opening  into  my  study  and  into  the 
engawa  (veranda)  :  the  stove,  the  organ,  and 
the  victrola  were  in  the  second  room,  and  in 
the  front  room  the  children  sat  on  the  floor 
as  they  do  in  their  own  homes.  It  was  a  little 
crowded,  as  the  room  isn't  large  and  there 
were  86  boys  and  girls  in  the  group,  but  they 
behaved  nicely,  and  sang  lustily.  Several 
Christian  young  people  assisted  me.  We 
taught  them  to  sing  "Jesus  Loves  Me"  and 
"Joy  to  the  World":  the  Christmas  story  was 
told  with  the  help  of  large  pictures,  and  we 
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had  Christmas  Carols  on  the  victrola.  Bright 
cards,  magazines  with  special  Christmas 
stories  and  features,  and  a  small  bag  of 
cookies  and  fruit,  made  each  child  happy: 
we  hope  that  the  magazines  carried  the  mes- 
sage also  to  the  parents  as  the  stories  are 
prepared  for  the  families.  Then  we  carried 
the  tables  and  chairs  back  into  the  room  and 
set  up  again  the  doors  that  enclose  my  study. 
That  night  with  other  teachers.  I  was  enter- 
tained at  a  Christmas  Eve  dinner  in  the  home 
of  the  Misses  Lindsey  and  Hansen,  where 
gifts  "from  across  the  sea"  were  strewn  about 
under  a  big  fir  tree.  Early  next  morning 
under  the  Christmas  stars,  we  went  to  the 
6.30  Dawn  Service:  on  the  way  we  walked 
east,  beckoned  by  a  beautiful  large  star.  This 
early  service  always  seems  a  specially  close 
link  with  my  home  and  family,  and  with  the 
manger  of  Bethlehem.  Last  year  the  25th 
was  Sunday,  observed  as  usual  with  the  morn- 
ing service  and  sermon  especially  related  to 
Christmas,  and  then  followed  the  solemn  bap- 
tismal service  when  40  young  people  were 
received  into  the  church:  most  of  these  were 
from  Miyagi  College,  but  there  were  seven 
boys.  We  are  glad  that  many  Japanese  like 
to  receive  baptism  on  Christmas.  My  other 
relatives  in  Japan  were  in  Tokyo  this  year. 


but  I  had  a  pleasant  time  and  fine  dinner  in 
the  home  of  a  Baptist  friend.  Miss  Jesse,  and 
other  good  friends.  \S  hen  I  came  home  that 
evening,  1  had  intended  to  spend  some  hours 
writing  and  looking  over  Christmas  mail,  but 
a  phone  call  from  a  young  Japanese  asked 
— "'May  I  come  to  see  you  and  bring  a 
friend?"  What  better  way  could  one  spend 
Christmas  evening  than  in  explaining  a  little 
of  the  deep  meaning  that  the  Day  has  for  us? 
So  I  said  they  should  come:  and  two  young 
business  men  who  knew  the  word  Christmas 
but  not  much  about  the  Christ  talked  with  me 
and  listened  and  looked  at  pictures,  and 
carried  away  a  New  Testament,  each  promis- 
ing to  read.  December  27  to  30  was  spent 
in  Tokyo,  attending  to  business,  and  seeing 
friends;  one  of  the  nicest  of  the  Christmas 
parties  was  the  time  spent  with  my  two  tiny, 
charming  grandnieces,  their  parents  and 
grandparents. 

December  30th.  a  cold  frosty  morning,  at 
6  A.  M.  I  joined  a  group  of  friends  in  the 
small  prayer-room  of  Dr.  Kagawa's  church 
on  the  edge  of  Tokyo,  to  pray  for  Peace. 
There  is  a  freshness  and  earnestness  about 
the  prayers  of  many  Japanese  which  makes 
one  think  of  those  recorded  in  the  New  Testa- 
( Continwd  on  Pase  343 J 


1938  Christmas  Worship  Service,  Nagamachi  Church,  Sendai,  Japan 

Rev.  S.  Hasebe,  Pastor;  Mrs.  Hasebe  to  left  with  baby  on  her  back 


Home  Missions 

Charles  E.  Schaeffer,  Editor 


"The  Fellowship  of  Kindred  Minds" 


I WANT  to  write  on  one  of  the  great  words 
of  the  New  Testament.  If  one  were  to  look 
for  a  single  word  that  would  most  fully 
describe  the  Christians  of  the  first  century  it 
would  undoubtedly  be  the  word  Fellowship. 
Like  a  major  theme  in  a  great  oratorio  the 
fact  of  fellowship  runs  through  that  early 
company  of  believers.  The  idea  is  not  always 
expressed  by  the  same  word,  but  it  lingers 
in  many  kindred  words.  It  was  something 
new  and  significant  that  characterized  the 
relationship  of  that  little  group  of  the  fol- 
lowers of  Christ.  True,  there  was  fellowship 
and  friendship  among  the  ancients,  as  notice 
the  friendship  between  Damon  and  Pythias. 
The  Stoics  taught  the  brotherhood  of  man, 
but  the  fellowship  of  the  New  Testament 
Christians  was  of  a  new  nature.  There  was 
a  strange  and  a  strong  bond  that  bound  the 
believers  together.  They  were  all  with  one 
accord  in  one  place  when  the  Spirit  came 
upon  them  on  the  day  of  Pentecost.  They 
kept  together  and  had  all  things  in  common. 
They  continued  steadfastly  in  doctrine,  in  fel- 
lowship, in  the  breaking  of  bread  and  in 
prayer.  The  outside  world  wondered  and 
marvelled  at  the  way  in  which  they  loved  one 
another.  "See  how  these  Christians  love  one 
another,"  they  said.  This  bond  of  union 
between  them  may  have  been  fostered  by  dif- 
ferent reasons.  They  were  a  small  band  of 
believers.  They  had  no  social  prestige,  no 
financial  ability,  no  organization,  no  power. 
All  around  them  were  the  political  and  mili- 
tary forces  of  the  great  Roman  Empire,  and 
these  forces  might  easily  have  crushed  the 
little  company,  snuffed  out  their  life,  and  so 
in  fear  of  persecution  and  even  death  they 
kept  together. 

But  there  was  a  much  deeper  reason  for 
their  fellowship.  They  were  sharers  of  a 
strange,  new,  common  experience.  They  had 
found  a  fellowship  outside  of  themselves. 
They  could  say:  "Our  fellowship  is  with  the 
Father  and  with  His  son  Jesus  Christ."  It 
was  this  intimacy  with  Christ  which  bound 
the  believers  together.  They  spoke  of  "the 
fellowship  of  the  mystery,"  of  "the  fellowship 


of  His  sufferings,"  of  "the  fellowship  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,"  of  "the  fellowship  of  the  Faith." 
Common  interests,  common  ideals,  common 
faith,  common  hope,  common  love,  made 
them  a  Beloved  Community.  They  consti- 
tuted the  Family  of  God.  And  in  almost 
every  conceivable  way  they  tried  to  express 
this  fellowship.  The  sacrament  of  the  Bread 
and  Wine  was  a  Communion,  a  feast  of  fel- 
lowship. Their  meeting  in  private  houses  for 
prayer  was  an  expression  of  fellowship.  Even 
their  practice  of  stewardship  was  a  form  of 
Christian  fellowship.  There  were  two  things 
which  characterized  those  early  Christians, 
and  in  a  sense  these  two  things  are  one,  the 
two  sides  of  a  shield.  These  two  things  were 
unity  and  stewardship.  Their  united  fellow- 
ship found  expression  in  mutual  service. 
Their  unity  was  expressed  not  by  any  cohesive 
organization,  but  by  the  fact  of  fellowship. 
They  shared  a  common  life  and  spirit.  It 
was  Paul's  passion  to  avoid  a  breach  in  the 
fellowship.  They  were  to  keep  the  unity  of 
the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace.  But  one 
way  whereby  to  effect  a  durable  fellowship 
was  by  organizing  a  collection  for  the  poor 
saints  in  Jerusalem.  The  Collection  became 
a  religious  act  because  it  was  a  mark  of  Chris- 
tian fellowship.  Generosity  becomes  a  choice 
token  of  fellowship.  In  nothing  was  the  early 
Church  more  uncompromising  than  in  this 
matter  of  mutual  sharing.  They  were  ready 
to  compromise  on  almost  everything  else. 
They  compromised  on  doctrine,  they  compro- 
mised on  the  manner  of  admission  into  the 
Church,  on  circumcision,  on  matters  of  ad- 
ministration, on  modes  of  worship,  but  not 
on  stewardship,  not  on  sharing  their  posses- 
sions and  on  placing  their  property  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Church.  And  all  this  because 
it  would  do  violence  to  the  fellowship. 

Now,  no  failure  in  the  Church  has  been 
more  pitiful  than  its  failure  to  fellowship, 
its  bankruptcy  of  brotherhood.  The  scandal 
of  Protestantism  has  been  its  divisions,  its 
lack  of  fellowship.  The  seamless  robe  of 
Christ  has  been  rent  asunder,  the  body  of 
Christ  has  been  mutilated.    The  weakness  of 
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the  Church  is  not  surprising  when  we  con- 
sider how  the  bands  of  its  own  fellowship 
are  loosened  and  broken.  There  are  four 
factors  which  divide  the  Church,  which  is 
the  body  of  Christ,  into  different  denomina- 
tions. These  are  doctrine,  government,  wor- 
ship and  piety.  Doubtless  the  many  denom- 
inations, which  sprung  up  especially  on 
American  soil  have  an  historical  background, 
with  racial,  national  and  lingual  traditions, 
but  all  of  us  must  deplore  the  fact  that  while 
they  have  many  things  in  common,  these 
isolated  groups  of  Christians  do  not  manifest 
the  same  spirit  of  fellowship  which  charac- 
terized the  Church  of  the  first  century. 

What  we  want,  of  course,  is  not  uniformity, 
but  fellowship.  Differences  are  to  be 
deplored  only  wJien  they  mar  the  fellowship. 
The  reunion  of  Christendom  is  an  ideal  that 
looms  in  the  far  future.  Organic  union  is 
a  dream  that  may  be  realized  only  in  coming 
centuries,  but  the  Christian  forces  of  the 
world  do  not  need  to  wait  until  organic  union 
of  the  churches  shall  have  been  achieved. 
They  can  begin  to  cooperate  now.  They  can 
join  hearts  and  hands  in  a  cooperative  effort 
to  establish  the  Kingdom  of  God  upon  the 
earth.  The  basis  of  union  can  be  a  practical 
one.  We  do  not  all  need  to  think  alike,  to 
believe  alike,  to  be  organized  alike:  there  are 
diversities  of  gifts,  differences  of  administra- 
tion, but  the  same  Lord.  What  we  believe 
divides  us,  whom  we  believe  unites  us.  When 


Jesus  prayed  for  His  followers  that  they  all 
might  be  one,  He  did  not  have  in  mind  one 
external  organization  into  which  thev  were  to 
come,  but  rather  that  unity  of  mind  and  pur- 
pose which  He  and  the  Father  sustained  to 
each  other.  It  is  not  by  reducing  the  differ- 
ent groups  of  Christians  to  uniformity,  but 
by  rightly  using  their  diversity,  that  the 
church  can  become  all  things  to  all  men. 

Now,  it  is  in  this  principle  and  practice  of 
fellowship  that  we  shall  find  the  key  to  the 
solution  of  all  of  our  modern  problems.  The 
secret  of  life  is  fellowship.  The  danger  of 
the  world  lies  in  its  deep-seated  schism  in 
the  heart  of  our  civilization.  The  design  of 
the  universe  is  harmony.  At  the  dawn  of 
creation  "the  morning  stars  sang  together, 
and  all  the  sons  of  God  shouted  for  joy." 
The  life  of  men  on  earth  was  designed  to  give 
opportunities  for  love  and  fellowship.  "It 
was  not  good  for  man  to  be  alone,"  so  God 
gave  him  a  helpmate,  that  together  thev  might 
fulfill  God's  plan  and  purpose.  This  design 
is  the  clue  to  life  in  all  its  complexity.  In 
the  midst  of  life's  trivialities  and  tragedies 
we  must  ever  remember  that  God  made  man 
for  love  and  fellowship.  But  men  reject  that 
purpose.  They  lose  the  love,  they  break  the 
bond,  they  fracture  the  fellowship,  and  then 
follows  hatred  and  strife  and  war  and  blood- 
shed, and  confusion  and  sorrow  and  despair. 
Look  out  upon  your  modern  world  and 
observe  its  divided  and  distracted  condition. 


Bohemian  Church  and  Parsonage,  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa 

Rev.  Milo  Filipi.  Missionary 
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Outwardly,  of  course,  by  the  discoveries  and 
inventions  of  science  the  world  has  been 
brought  together,  but  inwardly,  in  soul  and 
spirit,  the  ends  of  society  are  far  apart. 
Instead  of  forming  a  "bundle  of  life"  men 
are  living  in  a  jungle  and  in  a  jumble.  Go 
into  the  realm  of  industry  and  see  there  the 
worldwide  upheaval  and  bitter  antagonism, 
an  internecine  conflict  between  capital  and 
labor,  in  which  each  seeks  the  supremacy. 
Go  into  the  field  of  international  relations 
and  see  there  the  selfishness  and  the  suspic- 
ions, the  bigotry  and  the  narrow  nationalism 
which  obtain.  Take  any  of  our  modern  prob- 
lems and  see  if  they  have  not  all  been  precipi- 
tated by  a  lack  of  fellowship.  Take  your 
housing  problem,  the  problem  of  unemploy- 
ment and  of  poverty,  the  problem  of  crime 
and  lawlessness,  the  problem  of  war  and 
militarism — and  you  will  find  that  back  and 
beneath  all  of  these  glaring  social  ills  there 
is  found  the  frustration  of  the  fact  of  fellow- 
ship. Most  acts  which  are  wrong,  are  wrong 
because  they  destroy  the  fellowship,  or  injure 
others.  Paul  says  the  real  reason  why  we 
should  not  tell  lies  is  because  "we  are  mem- 
bers one  of  another."  This  is  equally  true 
with  regard  to  gambling,  drinking  and  vice. 
The  Christian  remedy  for  the  ills  of  society 
is  fundamental,  but  it  rests  ultimately  upon 
fellowship,  which  is  of  a  dual  character,  with 
God  and  with  man.  If  the  new  spirit  came 
into  people  whereby  they  cared  more  for 
mutual  help  than  for  individual  gain,  this 
would  lead  to  a  new  set  of  economic  laws 
and  would  bring  in  a  new  earth  wherein 
dwelleth  righteousness. 

Now,  the  Church  must  lead  the  way  in 
reestablishing  the  fellowship.    It  must  insist 


that  industry  is  not  conflict  but  cooperation. 
It  must  redeem  the  spirit  of  nationality  and 
show  that  the  purpose  of  God  for  the  nations 
is  that  they  should  form  a  fellowship,  a 
brotherhood.  But  before  the  Church  can  do 
this  eff^ectively  it  must  realize  its  own  fratern- 
ity and  fellowship.  A  disunited  Church  can- 
not unite  the  world.  Only  a  society,  cohesive 
and  conquering,  as  the  Church  is  calculated 
to  be,  can  give  an  illustration  of  what  human 
society  ought  to  be.  The  Church  itself  must 
be  a  pattern  of  fellowship. 

Now,  happily  there  exist  on  a  national,  and 
even  on  an  international  scale,  certain  organi- 
zations calculated  to  express  the  solidarity  of 
our  Protestant  forces,  to  register  a  common 
mind,  and  to  integrate  these  forces  into  united 
action  on  the  major  issues  in  our  social,  moral 
and  religious  life.  Among  these  organiza- 
tions are  the  World  Council  of  Churches,  the 
Federal  Council,  the  Alliance  of  Reformed 
Churches  Holding  the  Presbyterian  System, 
State  and  City  Church  Councils,  the  Home 
Missions  Council,  the  Council  of  Women  for 
Home  Missions,  the  Foreign  Missions  Con- 
ference, the  International  Council  of  Religious 
Education,  and  others  that  might  be  named. 
These  organizations  visualize  the  fellowship 
of  the  churches  and  their  agencies.  In  effect 
they  say:  "There  are  some  things  we  can  do 
more  eff'ectively  by  working  together  than  by 
working  separately."  One  of  these  heavenly 
treasures  that  come  to  us  in  these  earthen 
vessels  is  Christian  fellowship.  "If  thy  heart 
be  like  my  heart,  give  me  thy  hand."  With 
Paul  let  each  one  of  us  say:  "I  pray  that  your 
fellowship  in  the  gospel  may  abound  yet  more 
and  more." 

C.  E.  S. 


Mission  News 

THE  Rev.  Ladislaus  Kecskemethy  has  ac- 
cepted a  call  to  the  Hungarian  Mission  at 
Wallingford,  Conn. 

*    «  » 

The  Rev.  Louis  Novak  of  Logan,  W.  Va., 
has  accepted  a  call  to  the  Hungarian  Mission 
at  Elyria,  Ohio. 

«    »  * 

The  Mission  at  Lincolnton,  N.  C,  has  called 
Rev.  Walter  C.  Beck  of  Nescopeck,  Pa.,  who 
began  his  work  the  latter  part  of  November. 


in  a  Sentence 

Rev.  Irving  K.  Dietsche  began  his  work  as 
pastor  of  the  Mission  at  Warren,  Pa.,  October 
1st. 

«    *  « 

Rev.  Milo  Filipi  became  pastor  of  the 
Bohemian  Mission  in  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa, 
October  15th, 

«    «    *  J 

Memorial  Church,  Toledo,  Ohio,  celebrated 
its  40th  anniversary,  October  29-November  5 
— in  connection  with  which  it  unveiled  a 
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beautiful  marble  tablet  in  memory  of  its  late 
pastor,  Rev.  Perry  H.  Baumann,  who  died 
last  June. 

«    *  * 

Rev.  John  Verhage  has  taken  charge  of  the 
Mission  at  Porter  field,  Wisconsin. 

»    «  * 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Board  of  Ho-ne 
Missions  will  be  held  at  Indianapolis,  Ind.. 
January  17-18,  1940,  beginning  at  9:30  A.  M. 
*    *  « 


The  Board  of  Home  Missions  was  repre- 
sented by  Dr.  William  F.  DeLong  and  Super- 
intendent, Dr.  John  C.  Horning  at  the  Merger 
Convention  when  the  women's  organizations 
of  the  Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church  were 
united  into  the  Women's  Guild. 

*    *  * 

The  Charles  E.  Miller  Memorial  Fund  is 
gradually  growing:  a  gift  of  S1,000  was  lately 
received  from  one  of  Dr.  Miller's  personal 
friends — may  others  follow  this  beautiful 
example ! 


Our  Master's  Voice 


A PICTORIAL  presentation  of  our  Home 
Missionary  endeavors!  This  is  the  story 
in  brief  of  "OUR  MASTER'S  VOICE,"  a 
1600  foot  sound  motion  picture  which  is 
being  sponsored  by  our  Board  of  Home  Mis- 
sions. Its  objective  is  to  acquaint  our  people 
with  the  work  that  has  been  done  in  the  past 
years  to  bring  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  with 
all  of  its  implications,  to  the  souls  hungering 
and  thirsting  for  it  here  in  our  own  midst. 
We  have  heard  much  about  the  challenge. 
Every  year  we  set  aside  a  period  to  think 
about  Home  Missions.  Still,  there  arise  the 
perennial  questions:  "Well,  what  about  Home 
Missions?  What  have  we  done?  Where  has 
my  money  been  going  in  the  past  years?" 
This  sound  film  is  a  partial  answer! 

This  is  a  new  step  in  the  direction  of  visual 
aid.  Our  Board  has  undertaken  a  project 
here  that  will  have  tremendous  results.  There 
is  no  better  way  in  which  to  present  the  Cause 
and  the  Challenge  than  through  the  most 
modern  of  media.  Our  generation  is  one  of 
movie-goers.  Our  knowledge  has  been  both 
deepened  and  broadened  by  some  of  the  best 
types  of  films  that  have  been  presented  to  us. 
Thus,  in  employing  this  medium,  our  Board 
of  Home  Missions  is  proving  its  ability  and 
willingness  to  be  right  up-to-date! 

The  picture  is  concerned  not  with  statistics, 
but  with  human  beings.  It  is  not  so  much 
our  concern  hoiv  many  we  have  been  helping 
and  are  helping  through  our  National  Mis- 
sions work,  but  who  they  are,  what  they  do, 
how  they  live,  how  the  Gospel  has  affected 
their  individual  and  congregational  lives. 

The  arrangements  for  distributing  the  film 
will  be  described  later.  It  will  be  ready  for 
release  about  the  first  week  of  December. 
Plans  are  to  show  the  film  in  everyone  of 


our  "R"  congregations  and  those  of  the  "E" 
group  who  may  be  interested.  The  work 
itself  is  concerned  only  with  the  "R"  National 
Missions.  Should  this  film  prove  effective 
and  worthwhile,  other  possibilities  will  pre- 
sent themselves. 

To  do  the  actual  work  on  this  motion  pic- 
ture film  our  Board  appointed  the  Revs. 
Walter  C.  Pugh,  of  East  Petersburg,  Pa.,  and 
Paul  Nagy,  Jr.,  of  Mountville,  Pa.  Following 
are  their  qualifications:  Walter  C.  Pugh. 
A.C.L.,the  photographer, has  created  the  films: 

"Therefore" — a  Camp  picture  seen  bv  hun- 
dreds of  our  people. 

"Magic  Waters" — a  Boy  Scout  picture. 
"A  Day  with  the  Visiting  Nurses" — Lan- 
caster, Pa. 

"A  Day  at  Camp" — Kepler  Lodge. 

"The  Brook"  based  on  Tennyson's  poem  of 
the  same  title. 

"Yellowstone  National  Park '  —  a  travel 
film. 

"Millersville  State  Teachers  College'" — an 
informative  film  and  many  others. 

He  has  travelled  as  far  as  the  Pacific 
Coast  to  photograph  our  work  in  Los 
Angeles  and  other  cities.  There  is  no  doubt 
about  his  qualifications.  Paul  Nag\',  Jr.,  the 
scenarist  and  director,  is  responsible  for 
what  movie  make-up  was  necessary.  In  addi- 
tion he  will  also  be  the  commentator  or  nar- 
rator in  the  film.  Coming  from  the  Hun- 
garian branch  of  our  denomination,  he  was 
graduated  from  Franklin  and  Marshall  Col- 
lege in  1933  and  from  the  Theological  Semi- 
nary in  Lancaster  in  1936.  He  has  been 
serving  the  Trinity  Reformed  Church  in 
Mountville,  Pa.,  for  three  and  a  half  years. 
His  work  in  the  field  of  drama  has  been  con- 
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tinuous  for  the  past  ten  or  more  years,  being 
a  play  director  as  well  as  playwright.  From 
his  pen  have  come  the  following: 

"Gregory  VII",  an  historical  drama  which 
was  written  for  and  presented  by  the  students 
of  our  Theological  Seminary  in  Lancaster. 
Then  followed  "Faith  Of  Our  Fathers",  an 
historical  pageant  for  the  200th  Anniversary 
of  the  First  Reformed  Church  in  Lancaster, 
Pa.  "The  Light  That  Cannot  Fail",  a  pageant 
in  commemoration  of  the  50th  Anniversary 
of  the  Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  East- 
ern Synod.  This  year  the  Walter  H.  Baker 
Company,  Boston,  will  publish  his  first  one- 
act  plays  entitled:  "The  Case  of  Judas 
Iscariot"  and  "The  Road  To  Emmaus."  Ten- 
tative publications  by  the  same  company  are: 
"The  Life  of  Christ  in  Drama,"  a  catalogue 
of  plays  dealing  with  the  entire  life  of  our 


Lord  and  the  personalities  with  whom  He 
lived  and  worked  and  among  whom  He  died. 
A  second  book  is  being  contemplated  on 
"Worship  and  Drama  for  Young  People  and 
Others." 

At  present  he  is  one  of  the  directors  of 
the  Community  Theatre  of  Lancaster,  Pa., 
which  he  also  helped  to  organize.  Occasion- 
ally, he  directs  other  dramatic  productions 
in  the  vicinity. 

Further  details  about  the  picture  will 
appear  from  time  to  time.  Watch  for 
them,  and  get  ready  for  OUR  MASTER'S 
VOICE.  Tell  your  friends  and  neighbors 
about  the  picture.  1940  is  the  year  set  aside 
to  wipe  out  the  indebtedness  of  our  Board 
of  Home  Missions.  To  this  goal  our  motion 
picture  is  directed! 

P.  N.,  Jr. 


Our  Indian  Work  Shows  Progress 


IT  IS  always  encouraging  when  definite  prog- 
ress can  be  reported  in  some  phase  of  our 
missionary  activity.  The  Indian  Committee 
of  the  Department  of  the  Northwest,  Board 
of  Home  Missions,  can  do  that  right  now. 

Three  months  ago,  Supt.  Ben  Stucki  called 
the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  helpful 
services   a   church   and   community  worker 


could  render  the  young  people,  their  parents 
and  others  in  their  homes  at  the  mission 
station  near  Black  River  Falls,  Wisconsin. 
After  a  thorough  discussion  of  the  situation 
the  matter  was  left  to  the  Rev.  Ben  Stucki  for 
further  study  and  some  action,  if  possible. 

Definite  progress  was  reported  at  the  recent 
quarterly  committee  meeting.    After  several 


Community  Hall  and  School,  Black  River  Falls,  Wisconsin 

Built  and  maintained  by  the  Federal  Government 
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weeks  of  preparatory  training  at  the  school 
in  Neillsville,  Miss  Louise  Kippenhahn,  of 
Appleton,  Wisconsin,  began  her  duties  as  the 
Church  and  Community  Worker  at  the  Indian 
Mission  Station,  Black  River  Falls.  She  will 
live  in  several  rooms  of  the  missionary  resi- 
dence formerly  occupied  by  Dr.  Jacob  Stucki 
during  his  many  years  of  faithful  ministry 
among  the  Winnebago  Indians. 

The  appointment  of  Miss  Kippenhahn  does 
not  involve  the  addition  of  another  worker 
nor  any  additional  expense  to  the  church. 
The  teachers  and  other  personnel  at  our 
Neillsville  school  had  realized  for  sometime 
and  had  discussed  among  themselves  the  need 
for  such  a  worker  and  as  a  result  have  volun- 
teered to  rearrange  the  tasks  and  schedules 
at  the  school  in  such  a  way,  that  by  each 
worker  assuming  a  little  more  work,  one  of 
their  number  could  devote  full  time  as  Church 
and  Community  Worker  at  the  Mission  Sta- 
tion. That  is  a  most  commendable  spirit,  for 
those  familiar  with  the  situation  know  that 
each  member  of  the  staff  already  had  a  good 
long  day's  work  to  do. 

Right  now  Miss  Kippenhahn.  who  will 
work  under  the  direct  supervision  of  Rev. 
Mr.  Stucki,  is  making  a  survey  of  the  com- 
munity and  becoming  acquainted  with  the 
people  whom  she  expects  to  serve. 

This  year  the  Federal  government  has 
appointed  an  additional  teacher  in  the  school 
which  it  maintains  for  Indian  children  near 
the  Mission  station,  and  which  it  built  on  land 
adjoining  the  Mission  property  across  the 
road  from  the  chapel.  The  number  of  pupils 
has  increased  from  year  to  year  due  to  the 


fact  that  more  Indian  families  move  into  that 
area  every  year.  That,  of  course,  increases 
our  opportunities  and  responsibilities  as  a 
Church.  There  are  fifty  pupils  enrolled  in 
this  government  school  now. 

Many  of  these  children  would  probably 
attend  our  school  at  Neillsville  but  there  is 
not  room  enough.  The  Neillsville  school 
opened  September  4th  with  an  enrollment  of 
one  hundred  ten  children.  A  few  more  have 
come  since  then  and  it  is  filled  to  capacity. 
A  number  have  been  turned  away.  It  hurts 
Rev.  Mr.  Stucki  and  the  other  members  of 
the  staff  when  they  have  to  say  to  parents 
who  come  with  their  children  from  miles 
away,  "We  are  sorry,  but  there  is  no  more 
room." 

A  fine  stock  of  several  thousand  quarts  of 
canned  vegetables  raised  in  the  school  garden 
and  put  up  in  the  school  kitchen  has  been 
stored  in  the  cellar  together  with  fresh 
vegetables  and  potatoes  and  barrels  of  pickled 
cucumbers,  beans  and  sauerkraut  and  a  large 
quantity  of  dried  sweet  corn.  The  winter  in 
Wisconsin  is  long  and  there  are  so  many 
mouths  to  feed  so  that  when  the  school  year 
is  over  the  cellar  will  be  quite  empty  again. 

The  school  appreciates  the  shipments  of 
canned  goods  and  clothing  that  come  from 
many  churches  in  Wisconsin  and  other  states 
during  the  year  and  that  help  feed  and  clothe 
these  charges  of  our  Church,  or  perhaps  we 
should  say,  our  charges. 

A.  Geo.  Schmid, 
Chairman  of  Indian  Committee. 
New  Holstein,  Wis. 


Church-Building  Funds 

The  Rev.  Wm.  F.  DeLong,  Treasurer 


RECENTLY  a  letter  came  to  the  writer's 
desk  asking  the  question — "Do  you  still 
need  Church-building  Funds?"  To  this  ques- 
tion we  immediately  replied  in  the  affirmative. 
Only  a  few  days  ago  we  received  such  a 
Fund  contributed  by  three  daughters  in  mem- 
ory of  their  parents.  We  invite  and  encourage 
people  to  give  Church-building  Funds  in 
memory  of  some  one  or  in  honor  of  some 
member  whom  they  desire  to  honor.  We  have 
received  1337  Funds  with  a  total  value  of 
nearly  $700,000.  These  Funds  run  from  S500 
to  $25,000.  Such  a  Fund  cannot  be  estab- 
lished with  less  than  $500. 


We  have  two  kinds  of  Funds  viz :  Loan  and 
Gift  Funds. 

A  Loan  Fund  is  one  that  is  loaned  to  a 
Mission  congregation  at  a  very  low  rate  of 
interest  and  paid  back  by  that  mission  to  the 
Board  and  then  loaned  to  another  Mission. 
In  this  way  a  Loan  Fund  will  assist  a  number 
of  congregations  in  their  building  operations. 

A  Gift  Fund  is  one  that  may  be  designated 
by  the  donor  to  a  certain  Mission  consrega- 
tion  to  be  applied  on  account  of  its  indebted- 
ness to  the  Board. 

Many  of  these  Funds  have  been  received 
through  wills,  but  too  often  no  provision  has 


been  made  for  the  inheritance  tax,  so  that 
after  that  is  deducted  there  is  not  enough  left 
to  establish  the  Fund.  A  goodly  number  have 
been  contributed  by  living  donors  either  as 
a  direct  gift  or  on  the  annuity  plan.  The 
Board  is  always  ready  to  establish  such  Funds 
through  the  annuity  plan.  By  this  plan  the 
donor  is  not  deprived  of  his  or  her  income 
and  at  the  same  time  can  see  the  gift  he  or 
she  has  made,  assisting  in  the  work  of  Home 
Missions.  Our  office  could  very  easily  enroll 
a  Fund  a  week.  I  wish  such  would  be  the 
case  between  now  and  the  meeting  of  the 
General  Synod  next  June.  Perhaps  you  who 
will  read  this  article  are  not  in  a  position  to 
give  such  a  Fund  but  you  may  have  a  relative 
or  friend  who  could  do  so.  Why  not 
approach  that  person,  challenging  that  person 
to  make  such  a  gift?  In  this  way  you  would 
render  very  valuable  help  to  the  cause  of 
Home  Missions. 

If  there  are  any  questions  about  this  sub- 
ject that  are  not  clear,  write  to  the  writer  of 
this  article  and  he  will  be  very  glad  to  answer 
your  questions.  We  would  be  delighted  to 
have  such  Funds  come  to  us  around  the 
Christmas  Season.  They  would  be  a  real 
Christmas  present  to  the  Board  of  Home 
Missions. 

May  we  have  the  pleasure  of  hearing  from 
many  of  the  readers  of  the  Outlook? 

The  following  Church-building  Funds  have 
been  received  from  April,  1938,  to  November 
6.  1939:— 


No.  1309— The  Statler  Church-building 
Fund  of  $500.  Contributed  by  the  W.  M.  S. 
of  Somerset  Classis,  Pittsburgh  Synod  (50th 
Anniversary  Gift)  through  Amity  Reformed 
Church,  Meyersdale,  Pa. 

No.  1310^ — The  Rev.  Henry  and  Cornelia 
Amanda  Everhart  Wissler  Memorial  Church- 
building  Fund  of  $500.  Bequest  of  their 
daughter,  Mary  Cornelia  Wissler  Garrison, 
Bristol,  Tenn. 

No.  1311— The  Ella  Wenner  Gift  Church- 
building  Fund  of  $500.  Bequest  of  Ella 
Wenner,  Leesburg,  Va. 

No.  1312— The  J.  W.  Wenner  Gift  Church- 
building  Fund  of  $500.  Bequest  of  Ella 
Wenner,  Leesburg,  Va. 

No.  1313 — The  Engard  Church-building 
Fund  of  $500.  Bequest  of  Mary  Anna 
Engard,  Baltimore,  Md. 

No.  1314^The  Dr.  and  Mrs.  H.  A.  Meier 
Memorial  Church-building  Fund  of  $500. 
Bequest  of  Mrs.  Lydia  Meier,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

No.  1315 — The  Harvey  S.  and  Mazeppa  A. 
Zimmerman  Church-building  Fund  of  $500. 
Bequest  of  Harvey  S.  Zimmerman,  Frederick, 
Md. 

No.  1316— The  W.  M.  S.  G.  S.  Gift  Church- 
building  Fund  of  $500.  Contributed  by  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  General 
Synod  (Fund  No.  173).  Given  to  St.  Luke's 
Reformed  Church,  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa. 

No.  1317— The  W.  M.  S.  G.  S.  Gift  Church- 
building  Fund  of  $500.  Contributed  by  the 
Woman's    Missionary    Society    of  General 
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Synod  (Fund  No.  174).  Given  to  St.  John's 
Reformed  Church,  Kannapolis,  N.  C. 

No.  1318— The  W.  M.  S.  G.  S.  Gift  Church- 
building  Fund  of  $1,000.  Contributed  by  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  General 
Synod  (Fund  No.  175).  Given  to  May  wood 
Mission,  Chicago,  111. 

No.  1319— The  W.  M.  S.  G.  S.  Gift  Church- 
building  Fund  of  $500.  Contributed  by  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  General 
Synod  (Fund  No.  176).  Given  to  Calvary 
Reformed  Church,  Bethlehem,  Pa. 

No.  1320— The  W.  M.  S.  G.  S.  Gift  Church- 
building  Fund  of  $500.  Contributed  by  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  General 
Synod  (Fund  No.  177).  Given  to  Bethany 
Reformed  Church,  Cuyahoga  Falls,  Ohio. 

No.  1321— The  W.  M.  S.  G.  S.  Gift  Church- 
building  Fund  of  $500.  Contributed  by  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  General 
Synod  (Fund  No.  178).  Given  to  Schlatter 
Memorial  Reformed  Church,  Winston-Salem, 
N.  C. 

No.  1322— The  W.  M.  S.  G.  S.  Gift  Church- 
building  Fund  of  $500.  Contributed  by  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  General 
Synod  (Fund  No.  179).  Given  to  Williard 
Reformed  Church,  Akron,  Ohio. 

No.  1323— The  W.  M.  S.  G.  S.  Gift  Church- 
building  Fund  of  $500.  Contributed  by  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  General 
Synod  (Fund  No.  180).  Given  to  First 
Reformed  Church.  Pitcairn,  Pa. 

No.  1324^The  H.  J.  Boyer  Church-build- 
ing Fund  of  $500.  Bequest  of  Harrison  J. 
Boyer,  Easton,  Pa. 

No.  1325  —  The  Margaret  Baer  Conrad 
Church-building  Fund  of  $800.  Bequest  of 
Rufina  B.  Conrad,  Somerset,  Pa. 

No.  1326— The  Rufus  M.  and  Mary  L. 
Bushong  Church-building  Fund  of  $860.67. 
Bequest  of  Rufus  M.  Bushong,  Lititz,  Penna. 

No.  1327— The  St.  Stephen's  Church-build- 
ing Fund  of  $500.  Contributed  by  St. 
Stephen's  Reformed  (College)  Church,  Lan- 
caster, Pa. 

No.  1328— The  Lucy  Stucker  Church-build- 
ing Fund  of  $500.  Bequest  of  Lucy  S.  Orth, 
Harrisburg,  Pa. 


No.  1329  —  The  Martinsburg  Charge 
Church-building  Fund  of  $500.  Contributed 
by  the  Martinsburg,  Pennsylvania  Charge. 

No.  1330— The  Elder's  Church-building 
Fund  of  $500.  Contributed  by  the  elders  of 
Pittsburgh  and  Ohio  Synods. 

No.  1331  —  The  Griffith  Church-building 
Fund  of  $500.  Contributed  by  the  Pittsburgh 
Synod. 

No.  1332 — The  Carlisle  Classis  Church- 
building  Fund  of  $500.  Contributed  by  Car- 
lisle Classis. 

No.  1333 — The  Maquoketa  Charge  Church- 
building  Fund  of  $5(X).  Contributed  by  the 
Maquoketa,  Iowa  Charge. 

No.  1334 — The  Durham  Reformed  Church- 
building  Fund  of  $500.  Contributed  by  the 
Durham  Reformed  Church,  Durham,  Pa. 

No.  1335— The  Dr.  Wilson  D.  DeLong 
Memorial  Church-building  Fund  of  $500. 
Contributed  by  St.  Stephen's  Reformed  Sun- 
day School,  Reading,  Pa. 

No.  1336 — The  Pleasant  Valley  Charge 
Church-building  Fund  of  $500.  Contributed 
by  Pleasant  Valley  Charge,  Gilbert,  Pa. 

No.  1337— The  Dr.  and  Mrs.  D.  W.  Ger- 
hard Memorial  Church-building  Fund  of 
$500.  Contributed  by  the  Misses  Elizabeth 
R.,  Mary  E.  and  Martha  E.  Gerhard  in  mem- 
ory of  their  father  and  mother.  Invested  in 
St.  Paul's  Reformed  Church,  Allentown.  Pa. 


Calvary  Rkfokmeu  Church 
Bethlehem,  Pa. 

Rev.  Joseph  S.  Peters.  D.D..  Pastor 


"It  would  be  very  unsatisfactory  to  put  across  our  missionary  program  without  the  help 
of  The  Outlook  of  Missions." 

Mrs.  R.  C.  Patterson,  Rockwell,  N.  C. 


Foreign  Missions 

John  H.  Poorman,  Eoitob 


"Id  Kum  Mubarek 


A Blessed  Christmas.  Or  more  literally, 
May  your  holiday  be  blessed.  This  is 
the  greeting  we  will  hear  on  Christmas  morn- 
ing, and  this  is  the  greeting  we  want  to  send 
you — A  Blessed  Christmas.  In  these  days  of 
international  strain  and  stress,  of  race 
hatreds,  persecutions,  and  trials  on  every 
hand,  we  wish  for  all  of  you  a  Christmas 
filled  with  blessing  and  peace.  What  peace 
is  there  in  Bethlehem  this  night?  What  peace 
in  Zion?     But  they  who  trust  in  the  Lord 


have  that  peace  which  passeth  all  understand- 
ing. Despair  is  in  the  air  but  for  true  Chris- 
tians there  is  no  despair.  Rather  let  us  at 
this  Christmas  season  consecrate  ourselves 
anew  to  our  heavenly  calling.  May  this  sea- 
son mean  for  you  and  for  us  a  re-kindling 
of  the  flame  at  the  altar  of  our  Lord  and  so 
be  to  us  all  truly  blessed. 

J.  C.  Glessner, 
Helen  G.  Glessner, 
Phyllis  Lois  Richard. 

Kirkuk,  Iraq. 


Two  New  Missionaries  to  China 


ON  SEPTEMBER  2nd  Rev.  and  Mrs.  J. 
Kenneth  Kohler  and  their  two  children 
sailed  from  San  Francisco  on  the  Taiyo  Maru 
with  Peiping,  China,  as  their  destination.  Mr. 
Kohler  was  appointed  as  missionary  to  China 
on  July  12th,  1937,  but  was  detained  in  this 
country  due  to  the  warfare  in  China.  In  the 
meantime  he  has  continued  to  serve  as  pastor 


of  the  Bethel-Maximo  Charge  located  near 
Alliance,  Ohio.  Upon  their  arrival  at  Peip- 
ing, Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kohler  engaged  in  the  study 
of  the  Chinese  language  in  the  College  of 
Chinese  Studies. 

Mr.  Kohler  is  a  native  of  Baltimore,  Md., 
his  parents  being  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  C. 
Kohler.    While  attending  the  Missionary  Con- 


Rev.  J.  Kenneth  Kohler 


Mrs.  J.  Kenneth  Kohler 
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ference  at  Hood  College,  Frederick,  Maryland, 
in  1928,  he  decided  to  study  for  the  ministry 
and  devote  his  life  to  the  work  abroad.  He 
was  graduated  from  Heidelberg  College, 
Tiffin,  0.,  in  1932,  and  from  the  Theological 
Seminary  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the 


United  States,  Lancaster,  Pa.,  in  1935.  Mrs. 
Kohler  is  a  native  of  Lancaster,  Pa.  Her 
maiden  name  was  Phyllis  Kieffer. 

Upon  completing  the  course  in  the  College 
of  Chinese  Studies,  Mr.  Kohler  is  expected  to 
take  up  his  work  as  a  teacher  in  the  Eastview 
Schools  located  at  Yuanling,  Hunan  Province. 


From  the  Heart  of  China — "Merry  Christmas  to  All  .  .  .  " 


NO  ONE  can  say  what  Christmas  Day  will 
bring  in  China  this  year,  but  the  follow- 
ing story,  "Merry  Christmas  to  All",  received 
by  the  Church  Committee  for  China  Relief, 
with  national  headquarters  at  105  East  22nd 
Street,  New  York  City,  and  local  committees 
functioning  in  many  communities  throughout 
the  United  States  in  the  present  endeavor  to 
help  raise  at  least  one  million  dollars  for 
China  Relief,  gives  an  intimate  picture  of  last 
Christmas  in  one  of  the  refugee  student 
groups  in  West  China.  From  among  these 
young  Chinese  students,  it  is  pointed  out,  will 
come  many  of  the  Chinese  teachers  of  tomor- 
row, including  instructors  in  home  industries, 
and  leaders  in  mass  education,  as  well  as 
directors  of  medical  relief,  village  clinics,  and 
other  measures  of  rehabilitation,  welfare, 
public  service,  and  public  health. 

"Merry  Christmas  to  All  .  . 

The  teacher  from  America  hesitated  for 
just  an  instant  before  she  spoke  to  her  class 
of  Chinese  students.  "Today,"  she  said, 
"instead  of  an  oral  recitation,  1  want  you  to 
write  out  a  short  theme  of  one  or  two  pages 
entitled,  'Christmas  in  Kweilin'." 

Hard  to  know  what  they're  writing,  she 
thought.  Hard  even  to  guess.  They  had  such 
violent  things  to  tell  and  so  much  to  complain 
of.  But  the  class  was  already  at  work,  their 
faces  intent. 

It  was  only  three  months  since  Hua  Chung 
College  had  evacuated  from  Wuchang  and 
settled  in  Kweilin  and  already  the  air  raids 
were  threatening  to  wipe  out  the  city  and  the 
college  with  it.  That  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  honored  Christian  institutions  in  China 
should  be  a  refugee,  in  danger  of  swift 
destruction,  seemed  somehow  rather  incon- 
gruous. The  worst  raid  had  come  just  a 
week  ago,  on  the  afternoon  before  Christmas. 
It  had  been  a  day  of  indiscriminate  bombing. 
The  students  and  faculty  had  emerged  from 
their  dugouts  to  find  part  of  the  city  in  flames 


and  the  two  boys'  dormitories,  some  distance 
away,  in  half  ruins.  Before  the  students 
could  rescue  more  than  a  fraction  of  their 
belongings,  the  fire  had  crept  up  and  claimed 
their  wreckage.  The  boys  slept  that  night  in 
a  mat  shed.  They  had  no  supper,  for  the 
cooks  had  fled;  they  had  no  bedding  because 
what  they  once  owned  had  been  burned.  The 
few  articles  of  clothing  salvaged  from  the  fire 
they  piled  in  one  conglomerate  heap  on  the 
mat  shed  floor  and  redistributed  on  a  com- 
munity basis.  No  student  was  willing  to  own 
more  than  the  rest.  And  yet  these  boys  had 
never  known  hardship  or  even  inconvenience 
in  their  lives. 

Odd,  thought  the  teacher,  that  the  girls, 
their  living  quarters  still  intact,  should  have 
shouldered  so  much  work.  Throughout  the 
afternoon  and  late  into  Christmas  Eve  they 
traveled  back  and  forth  across  the  long  mile 
between  their  dormitory  and  the  mat  shed, 
carrying  rice  and  bedding  and  warm  clothes 
to  the  refugee  boys.  The  teacher  remembered 
with  a  little  awe  two  girl  students  who  made 
that  trip  five  or  six  times,  swinging  heavy 
loads  coolie-fashion  from  their  shoulders; 
she  remembered  too  that  both  girls  had  come 
from  wealthy,  aristocratic  families.  Most 
startling  of  all,  that  afternoon,  had  been  the 
fight  of  eight  sweating  Hua  Chung  boys  mov- 
ing their  rescued  belongings  through  the 
crowded,  smoky  streets;  somewhere  they  had 
found  a  forty-foot  bamboo  carrying  pole,  and 
with  bundles  and  students  strung  at  intervals 
along  its  flimsy  length,  were  weaving  snake- 
like through  the  traffic,  laughing  and  singing 
bits  of  coolie  song. 

Fortunately,  she  thought,  the  college  had 
had  a  banquet  of  sorts  on  Christmas  Day. 
It  had  seemed  pretty  dismal  to  her,  compared 
to  the  shining  celebration  at  Wuchang  the 
year  before.  The  food  was  typical  war 
rations,  the  dining-room  far  too  small.  But 
the  students,  she  remembered,  had  eaten  hard 
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and  sung  harder.  Perhaps  it  hadn't  been 
such  a  bad  Christmas  .  .  . 

She  watched  the  faces  of  the  boys  as  they 
handed  in  their  themes  and  filed  out.  These 
faces  told  nothing. 

The  teacher  from  America  need  not  have 
worried  about  Hua  Chung  students  and  their 
ability  to  absorb  punishment.  The  themes 
that  she  read  that  night,  ungrammatical  and 
smudgy  as  they  were,  gave  a  strangely  honest 
picture  of  "Christmas  in  Kweilin"  through 
the  eyes  of  sophisticated  students  who  had 
known  only  security  and  sheltered  lives. 

One  boy  with  a  sense  of  humor  had  written 
his  theme  in  the  form  of  a  letter:  "Dear — ," 
it  ran,  "Merry  Christmas!  As  you  promised 
to  present  me  a  very  delicious  gift  of  Christ- 
mas by  post,  I  have  not  received  yet.  I  hoped 
your  gift  would  arrive  beside  my  pillow  sud- 
denly when  I  just  opened  my  eyes  after  a 
very  sweet  yawn ;  but  I  was  hopeless,  however. 
I  hoped  the  Christmas  Saint  would  carry 
your  gift  to  me  on  Christmas  morn.  Don't 
you  think  I  am  stupid  to  make  such  day 
dreams? 

"I  am  very  glad  to  tell  you  that  I  am  still 
alive,  because  yesterday  1  was  in  a  very  dan- 
gerous condition.  At  noon  when  I  was  eating 
my  tiffin  the  siren  blew,  but  I  was  still  eating 
continuously.  The  urgent  alarm  broke  out 
after  about  ten  minutes,  but  I  was  waiting  for 
your  gift;  therefore  I  still  remained  at  the 
table  in  our  dining  room  although  many 
schoolmates  ran  away  from  our  hostel.  About 
a  quarter  past  one,  there  came  nine  Japanese 
planes  up  in  the  sky;  meanwhile  I  went  to 
our  dugout.  I  stood  at  the  entrance  of  the 
dugout  and  looked  at  the  nine  iron-birds.  I 
thought  that  the  nine  planes  were  nine  post- 
planes,  and  in  them  there  were  many  Christ- 
mas gifts  from  every  city  back  home,  and 
perhaps  your  gift  was  on  one  of  them.  Bom ! 
I  knew  a  bomb  fired  at  the  back  of  our 
dugout;  therefore  I  was  going  to  hide  me 
in  the  cave,  but  at  the  meantime,  I  jumped 
into  it  and  was  fainted  by  another  bomb 
which  bombed  in  front  of  the  dugout.  When 
I  awaked,  I  was  all  right  but  covered  with 
dirt.    Oh.  I  received  such  a  wonderful  gift 

( Continued  j 

ment.  Every  Friday  at  6  A.  M.,  some  mem- 
bers of  this  congregation  meet  in  order  to 
pray  for  Peace,  and  they  have  done  so  for 
seven  years. 

I  have  spoken  of  out-going  mail.  All 
through  December  and  January,  once  or  twice 
a  week,  the  in-coming  steamers  brought  us 


from  our  enemy  instead  of  yours!  Good 

heaven,  I  was  still  alive!" 

Ever  yours, 

(Signed)  

»    *  * 

A  young  realist  wrote  as  follows:  "Owing 

to  our  refugee  life,  everything  was  provided 

not  very  perfectly.    We  did  not  have  any 

play  in  theatre.    The  place  for  celebration 

was  not  so  splendid  as  that  in  Wuchang.  But 

our  teachers  and  schoolmates  were  still  happy 

and  rejoiced.    We  sang  at  the  highest  of  our 

voice.    We  ate  as  much  as  we  could.    It  was 

very  funny  and  interesting." 

«    «  « 

Another  wrote:  "We  came  back  from  the 
dugout.  Our  room  was  partly  gone.  Over 
our  head  was  the  sky,  and  beneath  our  feet 
was  the  crumbled  stiles,  stone  and  mud.  It 
was  the  Santa  Claus  of  evil,  surely,  who  gave 
us  such  a  gift  on  the  afternoon  of  Christmas 
eve.  .  .  .  The  next  day  I  woke  in  a  shed. 
The  day  was  dawning  up  to  be  a  fine  one. 
Everybody  in  the  room  was  still  resting. 
'Christmas'  was  the  word  in  my  mind.  But- 
that  was  too  much  with  a  blank  wall  in  front 
of  you.  'Merry  Christmas!'  someone  called. 
My  clouds  of  despair  disappeared  when  I 
called  back.  Why  not  be  merry?  On  the 
streets  I  met  schoolmates  yelling,  'Merry 
Christmas!'  all  the  way.  Really,  I  was 
merry!" 

»    *  * 

A  fourth  wrote:  "As  the  chilling  winter 
wind  began  to  blow,  it  usually  reminded  one's 
thought  back  to  the  happy  Christmas  season 
that  had  happened  a  year  ago.  But  in 
Kweilin,  Christmas  seemed  no  longer  familiar 
to  us.  Everywhere  showed  no  sign  of  the 
season.  The  shop  windows  had  nothing  of 
Christmas  color  and  taste  to  put  on.  There 
were  no  holidays  for  schools.  Christmas  was 
a  forgotten  Christmas.  .  .  .  Luckily  a  Christ- 
mas dinner  was  held  in  the  college.  Both 
faculties  and  students  were  present  and  the 
simple  dinner  was  escorted  with  lovely  decor- 
ation and  music  and  made  us  recalled  the 
happiness  of  Christmas  in  the  past  and  forgot 
the  terrible  air  raid  that  had  happened  the 
day  before  and  we  were  refugees"  .  .  . 

'rom  Page  332) 

Cards,  letters  or  gifts,  Christmas  remem- 
brances telling  us  that  the  dear  friends  over 
in  the  United  States,  and  some  elsewhere, 
were  thinking  of  us  all  through  the  blessed 
Christmas  season. 
Sendai,  Japan. 
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Christmas  Thoughts  in  a  Modernized  Inn 

Jefferson  C.  Glessner 


AS  WE  slept  in  the  open  space  of  an  inn 
on  a  recent  evangelistic  tour,  I  couldn't 
help  feeling  that  change  is  taking  hold  on 
even  the  remotest  of  villages.  So  that  while 
the  traditional  inn,  which  housed  our  Saviour 
at  His  birth,  has  been  able  to  retain  its  rugged 
continuity  down  through  the  ages  and 
minister  to  the  animals  and  people  who  com- 
posed the  caravans  of  the  desert,  now  we  wit- 
ness a  change  in  these  inns  in  order  to  cope 
with  the  demands  of  progress.  When  we  first 
visited  some  of  these  villages,  eight  years  ago, 
they  were  still  built  for  people  and  animals. 
The  mangers  that  still  line  the  walls  of  the 
inns  for  the  convenience  of  feeding  animals, 
are  nothing  more  than  mud  troughs.  And  the 
roll  of  bedding  that  we  slung  into  the  manger 
(trough),  as  we  entered  the  inn,  was  similar 
in  form  to  the  precious  roll  of  swaddling 
clothes  that  Mary  laid  in  the  manger  on  that 
memorable  night.  But  the  entire  interior  of 
the  inn  is  being  changed.  Its  walls  are  being 
extended  to  make  room  for  the  American 
truck.  The  "needle's  eye"  is  no  longer  ade- 
quate as  an  entrance.  Even  the  smells  and 
sounds  are  different  now.  We  used  to  sleep 
with  some  degree  of  peace  with  only  an  occa- 
sional bray  from  a  donkey  or  the  crowing  of 
a  cock  to  awaken  us.  But  now  the  bark  of 
an  eight  ton  truck  is  added  and  the  driver 
observes  no  regular  hours  in  his  coming  in 
and  going  out.  One  is  likely  to  be  awakened 
at  any  hour  by  the  noise  of  a  spitting  truck 
and  the  flash  of  bright  headlights.  Every 
man  for  himself  here.  There  seems  to  be  no 
consideration,  whatsoever,  for  those  who  have 
retired. 

But  we  have  come  here  to  the  inn  for  a  defi- 
nite purpose.  We  are  trying  to  get  some  rest 
through  sleep  in  order  to  carry  on  the  work 
of  the  morrow,  viz.,  that  of  telling  the  village 
folk  about  that  light  that  shone  in  the  Bethle- 
hem Inn  more  than  nineteen  hundred  years 
ago  and  continues  to  shine  in  our  hearts  and 
homes  today  because  of  Him.  Our  job  is 
to  make  Christ  known.  And  I  dare  say  that 
this  is  the  job  of  every  Christian  whether  at 
home  or  abroad.  And  with  the  coming  of 
change,  comes  the  opportunity  and  challenge 
to  give  Jesus  Christ  to  a  lost  world  and,  in 
His  name,  "to  preach  the  Gospel  to  the  poor 
...  to  set  at  liberty  them  that  are  bruised  and 
to  proclaim  the  acceptable  year  of  the  Lord." 


At  this  season  of  the  year  we  rejoice  with 
you  who  have  seen  the  light  of  the  glorious 
Gospel  manifest  itself  in  the  hearts  and  lives 
of  men.  But  shall  we  not  look  forward  to 
the  day  when  Christmas  will  have  the  same 
meaning  to  all  people,  regardless  of  race,  as 
it  does  to  us?  We  have  a  deep  feeling  of 
sorrow  for  those  who  at  one  time  accepted 
Christ  as  their  Saviour  but  who  have  slidden 
back.  We  pity  those  who  have  had  Christ 
preaehed  to  them;  those  who  have  had  oppor- 
tunity to  learn  of  Him,  and  yet  never  made 
room  for  Him  in  their  lives.  We  cannot  help 
but  believe  that  the  Bethlehem  Inn  keeper  was 
a  member  of  this  group.  Had  there  been 
room  in  his  heart  for  the  then  promised 
Messiah,  there  would  have  been  Inn  room  for 
Mary  and  Joseph  that  night.  But  our  feel- 
ings are  mingled  with  sorrow  and  pity  as  we 
think  of  that  larger  group  who  have  never 
heard  of  Christ  the  Saviour  of  the  world.  And 
the  thought  that  perhaps  we,  the  ambassadors 
of  Jesus  Christ,  have  failed  in  using  every 
opportunity  during  this  year  to  bring  the 
folks  of  this  group,  "to  a  saving  knowledge 
of  Jesus  Christ",  tends  to  weaken  our  Christ- 
mas cheer  and  joy. 

Missionary  work  among  Moslems  is  most 
difficult.  And  the  influx  of  many  Western 
ideas  and  customs  does  not  make  the  task 
a  bit  easier.  And  just  as  roads  with  better 
foundations  are  imperative  for  the  American 
truck,  so  also,  better  foundations  must  be 
accepted  before  the  religion  of  Jesus  can  be 
accepted.  "For  other  foundation  can  no  man 
lay  than  that  is  laid,  which  is  Jesus  Christ". 
The  old  ideas  and  conceptions  that  picture 
God  as  a  monarch,  seated  upon  a  throne,  and 
ruling  with  a  hand  of  steel,  need  to  be 
changed  and  then,  "not  by  might  nor  by 
power,  but  by  my  Spirit,"  will  room  be  made 
for  the  Christ-like  God — the  God  of  men — 
the  God  whose  very  essence  is  Love. 

Brethren,  pray  with  us.  Pray  that  those 
who  hear  might  believe;  pray  that  those  who 
believe  and  call  themselves  Christians  might 
be  renewed  in  Spirit  to  help  reap  this  human 
harvest  for  the  Master. 

"A  Christmas  Day  in  Africa,  in  China  and 
Japan ; 

A  Christmas  Day  in  India,  and  far  Afghan- 
istan ; 
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A  Christmas  Day  in  all  the  world,  the  islands  But  there  can  be  no  Christmas  joy  for  those 

of  the  sea;  ^^^^^  ^^^^^ 

.  ^,   .  T\      c  .15    1  This  story — there  can  be  for  them  no  mean- 

A  Christmas  Day  tor  everyone,  that  s  how  ^j^^  word." 

it  ought  to  be.  °  _The  KirkuklL 


Missionary  Chat 

Extract  of  letter  from  Miss  Minerva  S.  Weil,  Yuanling,  China,  September  1st,  1939 


Two  weeks  ago  today  we  had  our  first  bomb- 
ing; one  week  ago  there  were  11  present  at 
our  women's  meeting  and  nearly  everyone 
gave  a  victorious  testimony  and  praise  for 
God's  goodness  and  keeping  through  danger. 
Today  Miss  Boone,  a  Presbyterian  missionary 
from  Taoyuan  visiting  here  gave  the  message 
and  there  were  over  60  to  hear  her  message, 
James  1:19,  "Quick  to  hear,  slow  to  speak 
and  slow  to  wrath."  She  is  staying  in  our 
home  and  gave  the  message  at  our  English 
prayer-meeting  on  Thursday.  She  read  most 
of  the  first  chapter  of  Revelation  from 
Moffat's  translation  and  spoke  on,  "Christ,  He 
who  has  the  keys  of  hell  and  of  death — why 
fear?"  Dr.  Tassis,  our  Jewish  refugee  doctor, 
was  impressed  by  the  words  "fear  not"  be- 
cause he  is  very  much  afraid  of  raids. 

Each  of  the  two  times  bombed,  I  was  in  our 
basement  with  six  or  seven  women  and  each 
time  folks  remarked  about  the  unusual  peace 
that  was  ours;  and  we  all  knew  it  was  His 
gift — nothing  in  ourselves  except  as  Christ 
dwells  in  us. 

In  looking  for  a  two-year-old  boy,  the  only 
member  of  his  family  left  alive — taken  to 
another  hospital,  not  ours — I  noticed  a  man 
sitting  but  in  great  pain ;  Dr.  Tassis  said,  "He 
was  shot  through  the  lungs  and  has  only  a 
short  time  to  live."  With  the  help  of  a 
trained  nurse  we  propped  up  a  stretcher  and 
put  him  on  it,  so  if  he  fell  he  would  at  least 
fall  on  the  canvas.  As  I  held  his  head  I 
told  him  the  way  of  salvation,  prayed  with 
him  and  taught  him  to  pray.  He  promised 
to  take  Christ  as  his  Saviour  whether  he  lived 
or  died.  The  bullet  went  in  through  the  right 
shoulder  and  out  on  the  left  below  the  ribs. 
Next  day  he  was  still  sitting  and  the  next, 
and  the  next  he  went  home.  Dr.  Tassis  said 
the  miracle  was  all  the  greater  because  the 
man  has  tuberculosis  and  no  resistance  natu- 


rally. The  bleeding  just  stopped.  Dr.  Tassis 
said,  "I  guess  we  all  prayed  today  but  each 
to  his  own  God."  May  he  some  time  come 
to  know  Christ  as  the  Way  and  the  only  medi- 
ator. Dr.  Swen  added,  "Everybody  prayed 
today." 

The  second  bombing  on  August  21st  caught 
many  out  on  the  hills  but  they  can't  get  very 
many  at  one  time  that  way. 

Ziemer  Girls'  School  has  moved  to  Yungsui. 
The  others  are  opening  school  here. 

September  2nd,  2:45  A.  M.  An  alarm. 
All  our  household  went  out,  so  I  did  too. 
Such  crowds!  Am  glad  to  have  seen  it  once 
and  been  in  it.  Release  at  4:00  A.  M.  Home 
by  4:30  A.  M.,  but  feel  much  safer  in  our 
basement  day  or  night. 


Christmas  Decorations  in  Truxal  Chapel, 
Yungsui,  China 
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Statement  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  to  the 
Fall  Meetings  of  Classes 


Dear  Brethren: 

It  is  evident  that  many  of  the  fall  meetings 
of  Classes  will  be  comparatively  short  ses- 
sions. However,  I  want  the  members  of  the 
Classes  to  have  a  short  statement  of  the  pres- 
ent situation  of  our  missionary  work  abroad. 

With  regard  to  the  general  situation,  it  may 
be  stated  that  all  of  our  fields,  Japan,  China 
and  Iraq,  are  disturbed  by  special  troubles 
and  turmoil.  Japan  and  China  are  engaged 
in  a  bitter  war,  and  Iraq  is  all  wrought  up 
with  fanatical  Moslem  patriotism.  All  of  this 
very  naturally  affects  our  work. 

China 

With  regard  to  the  China  Mission,  the  most 
significant  statement  that  I  can  make  to  the 
members  of  Classes,  which  I  hope  they  will 
relay  to  the  members  of  their  congregations, 
is  the  following  paragraph  from  the  minutes 
of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  China  Mission 
on  July  9th,  1939: 

"Never  since  the  founding  of  the  China 
Mission  has  the  need  for  additional  mission- 
aries been  so  imperative.  The  work  has 
grown  and  the  Mission  is  increasingly  de- 
pendent on  Chinese  workers,  and  with  the 
battle  line  drawing  nearer  and  the  increasing 
danger  of  bombing,  many  of  these  workers 
have  found  it  advisable  to  evacuate  to  places 
of  greater  safety.  This,  together  with  the 
demands  for  relief  work,  has  increased  the 
burden  of  the  already  small  staff  of  mission- 
aries. Furloughs  are  long  over-due.  There- 
fore, be  it  voted  that  the  Mission  petition  the 
Board  to  do  its  utmost  to  relieve  this  situa- 
tion, or  the  work  must  be  drastically  cur- 
tailed." 

On  July  27,  1938,  our  mission  station  at 
Yoyang,  formerly  Yochow,  was  attacked  by 
the  Japanese  army  and  bombed,  and  has 
been  under  their  control  ever  since,  with  our 
mission  property  at  Yoyang  sealed  by  mili- 
tary authorities.  On  August  18th  of  this 
year,  1939,  our  other  station  at  Yuanling, 
formerly  Shenchow,  was  severely  bombed. 
Our  mission  schools  at  Yoyang  have  been 
transferred  to  Yuanling  and  word  just  re- 
ceived from  there  brings  the  news  that  all 
of  our  schools  are  preparing  to  move  out 
into  smaller  country  villages  and  towns.  In 
the  midst  of  all  this  commotion  our  schools 
have  been  kept  intact. 


The  equipment  of  Hoy  Memorial  Hospital 
at  Yoyang  was  saved  by  being  sent  to 
Abounding  Grace  Hospital  at  Yuanling 
where  it  has  been  of  great  service  during  the 
last  year.  Abounding  Grace  Hospital  is  still 
open  and  caring  for  the  wounded  and  ref- 
ugees of  the  recent  bombardment. 

In  the  midst  of  all  of  this,  the  evangelistic 
work  of  the  station  at  Yuanling  has  been  car- 
ried on  very  successfully  by  our  evangelistic 
missionaries.  Missionaries  Rev.  Edwin  A. 
Beck  and  Miss  Mary  E.  Myers,  R.N.,  have 
been  practically  interned  as  prisoners  of  war 
on  the  campus  of  Huping  College,  four  miles 
from  Yoyang. 

It  is  the  consensus  of  opinion  of  mission- 
ary administrators  the  world  over  that  one 
of  the  greatest  missionary  opportunities  of 
history  is  present  with  us  in  China  today. 
There  is  nothing  before  the  Church  which  is 
of  more  superlative  value  for  the  extension 
of  the  Kingdom  than  the  reinforcement  and 
support  of  our  China  Mission. 

Japan 

The  Japan  missionaries  report  that  they 
have  been  allowed  to  proceed  with  their  work 
as  usual.  Evangelistic  work  is  going  on  with 
very  little  opposition  in  the  midst  of  the  ex- 
citement of  war  psychology,  and  many  mis- 
sionaries report  a  deep  searching  after  spir- 
itual things  for  the  foundation  of  living  these 
days. 

North  Japan  College  has  the  largest  enroll- 
ment it  has  ever  had,  and  Miyagi  College  has 
the  largest  enrollment  it  has  had  for  a  great 
many  years. 

There  may  be  a  temptation  m  the  Church 
to  withdraw  support  from  Japan,  but  our 
missionaries  are  unanimous  in  the  opinion 
that  if  Japan  ever  needed  missionaries,  it  is 
now. 

Iraq 

The  situation  in  Iraq  may  be  summed  up 
in  this  significant  statement  in  a  recent  letter 
from  Missionary  J.  C.  Glessner:  "Things  are 
being  made  harder  and  harder  in  the  land  of 
our  adoption.  But  so  long  as  the  door  is  not 
entirely  closed,  we  manage  to  squeeze 
through." 
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Missionary  Personnel 

It  is  significant  that  the  Board  has  never 
had  more  or  better  applicants  for  missionary 
work  in  China  from  the  young  college-trained 
people  of  the  Church  than  right  now  in  the 
midst  of  these  serious  and  trying  times. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  H.  Gerhard  have  re- 
turned to  Japan  this  year  and  Mrs.  Nicode- 
mus,  the  widow  of  Prof.  Frederick  B.  Nico- 
demus,  for  many  years  teacher  in  North  Japan 
College,  also  returned  to  Japan.  Miss  Fran- 
ces M.  Black  has  been  sent  out  to  take  the 
place  of  Miss  Harriet  P.  Smith.  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  J.  Kenneth  Kohler  are  at  the  present 
writing  on  their  way  to  China.  Rev.  T.  F.  H. 
Hilgeman  and  Miss  Helen  E.  Brown  are  ex- 
pected to  sail  for  China  during  the  month  of 
October. 

Finances 

It  has  been  a  source  of  sincere  gratification 
for  the  Board  to  be  able  to  announce  to  the 
Church  that  its  financial  situation  has  contin- 
ued to  improve  during  the  past  year.  The 
receipts  of  the  Board  up  to  October  1st  were 
larger  than  last  year.  The  Board  has  bal- 
anced its  budget,  and  all  of  its  expenses,  in- 
cluding the  salaries  of  the  missionaries,  were 
paid  promptly  each  month.  In  addition,  a 
substantial  reduction  was  made  in  the  indebt- 
edness of  the  Board. 

Annuity  Gifts 

The  Board  has  received  a  great  many  an- 
nuity gifts  during  the  past  year.  In  such 
times  as  these  a  gift  to  the  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions  in  the  form  of  an  annuity  agree- 
ment appeals  to  many  people.  The  Board 
would  make  an  earnest  request  of  the  pastors 
to  present  this  matter  to  interested  people  and 
assist  the  Board  in  securing  annuity  gifts.  A 
small  annuity  in  every  congregation  would 
enable  the  Board  to  finance  its  remaining 
small  indebtedness. 

International  Mission  Season 
The  attention  of  the  Church  is  again  called 
to  the  fact  that  the  season  beginning  with 
Epiphany,  January  6th,  and  closing  on  For- 
eign Mission  Day,  the  second  Sunday  in  Feb- 


ruary, is  again  designated  as  International 
Mission  Season.  As  this  season  this  year  will 
precede  the  meeting  of  General  Synod  in 
June,  the  Board  is  making  a  special  effort  to 
cancel  completely  its  remaining  indebtedness 
by  the  help  and  generosity  of  the  Church 
during  this  missionary  season. 

Information 

The  Secretary  of  the  Board  wishes  to  ex- 
press his  appreciation  to  the  pastors  of  the 
Church  for  the  many  kind  words  that  have 
been  received  concerning  the  Pastor's  Bul- 
letin, and  assures  the  pastors  of  the  Church 
that  he  will  continue  to  supply  them  with  in- 
teresting and  intimate  information  concern- 
ing the  work  of  the  Board  for  their  use  in 
their  congregations.  "To  the  people  through 
the  pastor"  is  a  definite  policy  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions. 

Nothing  that  the  Board  has  done  in  recent 
years  has  received  more  enthusiastic  reception 
than  the  publication  of  the  popular  illustrated 
report  of  the  Board's  work  entitled,  "Inter- 
national Gateways."  The  pastors  are  re- 
quested to  assist  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  in 
securing  the  wisest  distribution  of  this  report. 
It  is  the  hope  of  the  Board  to  have  sufficient 
of  these  reports  so  that  one  may  be  given  to 
each  member  of  every  catechetical  class  in  the 
Church  as  a  part  of  their  preparation  for 
church  membership. 

The  Prospect 

The  future  of  the  missionary  enterprise 
in  this  war-torn  world  is  in  the  hands  of  our 
Heavenly  Father.  It  is  our  duty  to  support 
and  administer  it  to  the  best  of  our  ability. 
Perhaps  the  best  thing  we  can  do  these  days 
is  to  heed  sincerely  and  earnestly  the  request 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  China  Mission,  Miss 
Gertrude  B.  Hoy,  in  a  letter  which  describes 
the  recent  bombing  of  Yuanling.  In  closing 
her  letter  she  says:  "Please  ask  the  Church 
to  remember  us  especially  in  their  prayers." 
Respectfully  submitted, 

Charles  E.  Creitz,  President, 
A.  V.  Casselman,  Secretary. 
October  1,  1939. 


( Continued  from  Page  329) 


ency  and  Mammon,  had  been  set  up  in  the 
temples  of  men's  minds  and  hearts  to  replace 
the  real  God  in  which  America  always  has 
declared  she  places  her  trust. 

The  tragic  calamities  which  now  menace 
civilization  are  surely  born  of  the  appalling 
facility  with  which  so  many  men  in  so  many 


parts  of  the  world — in  order  to  shirk  their 
responsibilities  and  trim  their  financial  sails 
to  the  totalitarian  typhoon — have  been  bend- 
ing backwards  at  the  shrine  of  Expediency 
and  Mammon,  instead  of  bending  forward 
in  humble  and  contrite  supplication  to  their 
hitherto  acknowledo;ed  God. 
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Christmas  Static 

Christmas  time  is  a  time  of  movement,  of 
rapid  movement,  of  lively  life.  Children, 
youth  and  adults  take  on  a  more  rapid  stride 
and  everything  is  speeded  up  and  keyed  up 
in  excitement  and  emotional  reflexes. 

That,  we  believe  too,  must  have  been  how 
the  angels  felt  on  Christmas  when  they  an- 
nounced the  coming  of  Christ  and  their  note 
has  a  happy  ring  in  it,  a  staccato,  a  "ff",  a 
resonance.  When  the  shepherds  turned  face 
about  leaving  their  flocks  and  going  to  Beth- 
lehem they  had  a  hurried  gait — they  were 
moved  with  anxiety,  they  couldn't  wait  until 
they  had  seen  the  Christ  Child. 

And  yet,  there  must  be  Christmas  statics — 
there  was  something  static  on  the  plains  of 
Bethlehem  on  Christmas  morning.  There 
stood  the  lone  shepherd,  possibly  not  quite 
alone,  others  remaining  standing  with  him. 
those  who  were  obliged  to  stay  with  the  flock, 
when  the  important  shepherds  left  to  see  the 
Christ  Child.  Someone  always  is  obliged  to 
stay. 

For  some  people  there  will  be  little  joy  on 
Christmas.  In  many  homes  and  lives  there 
will  be  static,  little  of  glamor  and  glitter  and 
gold:  much  of  sorrow  and  poverty  and  pain. 
Our  hearts  go  out  to  those  unfortunates  who 
cannot  share  the  privilege  of  festivities  and 
social  joys — to  the  sick,  the  shut-ins — the 
little  children,  the  soldiers  on  the  field  in 
action,  men  in  the  air,  countless  workers, 
limited  by  their  jobs  and  income  who  cannot 
share  the  joys  of  Christmas. 

However,  there  is  another  Christmas  static, 
when  the  life  of  God  has  ceased  to  flow  in 
the  human  heart  and  the  Spirit  of  Christ, 
once  so  warm  and  livid  in  childhood  and  in 
other  settings  of  life,  has  completely  died. 
Sad  indeed,  where  in  this  or  any  other 
country  in  the  world  there  is  a  heart  that 
cannot  respond  to  this  love  of  God  in  Christ 
Jesus.  If  not  fully  static,  with  many  men, 
even  good  men,  there  is  some  static  which 
should  be  removed  so  that  there  may  be  an 
uninterrupted  flow  of  harmony,  of  Christmas 
joy. 

When  men  hold  back  from  God  and  the 
Church  and  its  work,  the  support  they  should 
and  might  give  to  it,  and  spend  the  money  in 


a  bad  sense  of  stewardship  on  futile,  fussy 
joys,  there  is  static. 

Let's  pray  for  a  liberalization  of  our  spirit 
all  through.  If  we  are  obliged  to  sacrifice 
some  joys  and  pleasures  this  Christmas  and 
give  our  money  for  Christian  Missions  let  us 
be  heroic  about  it.  Like  the  shepherds  who 
never  grumbled  but  kept  on  watching  their 
flocks  by  night  until  for  them  there  came  the 
morning  with  a  message  and  a  sharing  of 
happiness  with  others  who  were  privileged  to 
see.  Their  faces,  too,  took  on  a  radiance 
from  the  faces  of  those  who  had  looked  into 
the  face  of  Christ  and  thus  they  shared  in 
the  experience  of  the  early  shepherds  and 
pointed  the  way  for  us  men  of  today  to  newer 
experiences,  challenging  us  to  remove  all 
static  and  open  the  way  full  and  free  for  the 
coming  in  of  the  love  of  God  into  our  hearts 
and  lives.  To  k  now  that  somewhere  and 
somehow  something  of  this  precious  Gospel 
of  Christ  comes  into  human  hearts  and  lives 
as  a  saving  and  reviving  force,  is  worth  all 
it  costs  us  to  keep  the  missionary  at  his  post. 

Not  Drifting  But  Sinking 

For  decades  history  proves  that  mankind 
had  been  drifting  from  its  moorings,  from 
its  religious  base,  from  its  puritanic  life,  from 
its  evangelical  zeal.  All  warnings  and  signals 
lifted  by  the  Church  and  Christ-minded 
people  were  disregarded  and  men  and  nations 
went  on  their  way,  away  from  the  Church  and 
from  God,  the  port  of  safety. 

But  today,  speed  is  accelerated;  in  many 
instances  men  and  nations  have  cut  the  rope 
that  bound  them  to  their  moorings  and  left 
the  placid  waters  and  the  livid  currents  of 
life  and  their  bark  is  shot  through,  not  neces- 
sarily with  torpedoes,  but  with  something 
worse  than  that,  indiff"erence  and  paganism. 

God  spare  the  world  from  going  down  and 
lift  up  before  our  eyes  again  the  Eternal 
Christ  who,  when  sinking  in  His  life  on  Cal- 
vary, lifted  a  world  to  safety  and  security, 
if  it  would  have  it. 
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Christmas  Joy 

Notes  from  the  diary  of  Rev.  John  H.  Schultz 


Dec.  24,  1938.  It  is  my  16th  Christmas 
among  our  lepers  at  Chandkhuri.  How  things 
have  changed!  God  in  His  goodness  has  so 
abundantly  blessed  the  work  of  the  Mission 
to  Lepers  and  our  Church.  As  I  stood  among 
the  lepers,  seated  for  their  "Christmas  dinner" 
— out  in  the  open — I  couldn't  help  but  thank 
God  for  the  many  loyal  friends  of  the  Mis- 
sion to  Lepers,  some  of  them  I  had  met  while 
on  furlough  for  it  is  but  six  days  ago  that 
I  returned  from  the  States.  So  many  of  the 
buildings  which  now  surround  us  were  not 
here  17  years  ago  and  so  many  others  have 
been  "made  new".  Even  the  place  where  our 
patients  are  sitting  in  a  large  star  formation 
— now  a  lovely  lawn — had  been  part  of  an 
old  stone  quarry  and  a  series  of  filthy  mud 
holes. 

What,  however,  impresses  me  even  still 
more  is  the  atmosphere  of  the  place.  There 
is  peace,  perfect  peace  and  a  spirit  of  joy- 
fulness,  cooperation  and  thankfulness  which 
permeates  the  gathering.  I  couldn't  help  but 
say  to  myself,  "God's  spirit  dwells  in  this 
group". 

Today  I  am  here  merely  as  one  of  the 
guests  for  Rev.  Essebaggers,  who  so  ably 
"looked  after"  my  work  during  my  absence, 
will  carry  on  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

There  they  sat,  nearly  700  of  them — leper 
men  and  women  as  well  as  leper  children! 
They  have  formed  a  perfect  star — a  star  that 
shines  more  gloriously  than  any  star  at  night 
in  the  firmament  above.  It  is  a  star  made 
up  of  bodies  and  hearts  filled  with  a  joy  and 
a  peace  which  surpasses  all  understanding. 
They  wear  their  new  clothes — all  are  in  white 
and  the  brilliance  of  the  noon-day  sun  nearly 
forces  me  to  shield  my  eyes.  But  brighter 
than  their  sun-flooded  white  garments  shine 
their  faces.  How  thrillingly  happy  they  are! 
Some  no  longer  have  hands  and  must  be  fed 
by  others,  but  in  spite  of  it  all  they  are  as 
happy  as  the  others.    What  a  contrast  to  the 


world  I  have  just  left  behind! — the  excitement 
in  the  States  over  the  war  in  China  and  the 
fear  of  war  in  Europe;  the  trenches  in  the 
London  parks;  the  destruction,  gloom  and 
worry  on  the  Continent — even  on  the  ship  to 
Bombay  it  was  war-talk  every  day. 

I  cannot  help  but  recall  the  statement  Dr. 
Cochrane  made  some  years  ago  when  address- 
ing our  patients  (then  the  Secretary  of  the 
British  Empire  Leprosy  Relief  Association) 
saying,  "God  lives  here".   One  feels  it  is  true. 

And,  what  a  shout  of  "salaams"  they  gave 
God  and  their  friends  after  the  blessing  of 
the  food!  If  you  want  to  find  a  grateful 
people  go  to  a  Home  and  Hospital  of  the  Mis- 
sion to  Lepers! 

Dec.  25.  The  day  was  lovely.  A  real 
Christmas!  The  services  in  the  morning  rang 
with  gladness.  The  Church  was  as  packed 
as  ever. 

When  will  we  get  the  funds  to  enlarge 
our  Church  to  accommodate  all  our  patients! 
I  do  not  like  the  idea  of  having  two  services 
every  Sunday  morning,  especially  not  in  the 
hot  season!  In  the  morning  service  Mr. 
Forster  from  Melbourne  brought  the  Christ- 
mas message  and  I  extended  to  our  patients 
the  greetings  of  some  of  their  many  friends. 
How  they  listened  to  and  appreciated  the 
brief  messages  of  the  friends  who  asked  to 
be  remembered  to  our  patients  on  Christmas 
day.  Nor  did  they  merely  listen!  After 
every  greeting  there  was  one  great  chorus  of 
"Salaams". 

In  the  evening,  as  usual,  the  children  had 
their  Christmas  programme  in  the  Church. 
How  they  must  have  learned  and  worked  for 
weeks!  From  Adam  to  John  the  Baptist, 
every  reference  to  Christ's  coming  was  drama- 
tized by  the  respective  characters  in  the  Bible. 
All  were  in  typical  dress  and  settings.  What 
a  stir  in  the  congregation  when  David  (the 
shepherd  boy)  appeared!  Every  character 
was  represented  by  a  leper  boy  or  girl.  What 
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a  splendid  piece  of  Biblical  education  the  It  was  another  joyous  Christmas  among  the 

drama  represented.    Miss  Wagner  does  her  lepers.   Lord,  bless  our  lepers  and  their  noble 

work  so  well.    It  all  has  such  educational  and  friends, 

spiritual  value.  •    ♦  * 


Christmas  Celebration  at  the  Chandkhuri  Leper  Colony 


Among  the  tall  and  shady  trees,  full  of 
the  sweet  music  of  birds  as  though  they  were 
sent  from  Heaven  to  sing  Christmas  carols 
for  the  lepers,  music  of  birds  with  red  heads, 
music  of  birds  with  green  feathers,  music  of 
birds  with  long  black  tails,  and  butterflies 
coloured  like  flowers  with  red  wings,  purple 
wings,  green  wings,  flying  from  tree  to  tree 
and  the  special  decorations  made  of  color 
paper  all  over  the  place,  especially  the  Church 
so  tastefully  decorated  with  green  Mango 
leaves  and  red  flowers,  created  the  first  awak- 
ening joys  of  Christmas  time  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  place.  Although  the  occupants 
of  the  place  are  scattered  and  dispersed  from 
their  family  members,  rudely  oppressed  by 
their  community  because  of  their  disease, 
and  all  their  faith  departed  from  the  world, 
nevertheless  the  gracious  birth  of  the  Saviour 
lead  them  once  again  definitely  to  the  con- 
clusion that  there  was  and  is  a  MAN  called 
Jesus  Christ,  who  honours  them  and  mingles 
with  them  in  HIS  own  mysterious  way  to 
meet  their  innermost  secret  desires,  even  from 
HIS  childhood  (Birthday).  Thus  the  actual 
Day  became  hallowed  and  wholesome  and 
they  all  seemed  to  forget  their  restless 
struggles,  their  cares  and  sorrows.  They 
began  to  share  with  Him  that  happy  state  of 
companionship  and  mutual  good  will,  peace 
and  love  and  this  was  made  more  real  to  them 
during  the  Worship  hour  (Christmas  Service  I 
conducted  by  Mr.  Forster,  a  visitor  from  Mel- 
bourne. Australia. 

CHRISTMAS  DINNER:  To  add  to  their 
happiness  of  the  Day  a  special  Christmas 
dinner,  the  first  big  feast  for  many  months, 
was  given,  the  menus  being  paratas  (sweet 


pan-cakes  made  of  Jaggery  and  whole-wheat 
flour)  hot  but  delicious  Indian  meat  curry, 
carefully  cooked  rice,  bananas  and  oranges 
produced  in  their  garden.  These  were  put 
separately  in  heaps  right  in  the  center  of 
a  great  big  circle  chalked  out,  around  which 
the  patients  were  to  sit.  It  was  time  for  the 
dinner.  The  inmates  of  the  colony  were 
dressed  up  in  their  new  outfit — the  women  in 
their  bordered  saries  and  striped  jackets  while 
the  men  wore  their  simple  dhoties  and  shirts 
— ready  to  do  justice  to  the  dinner  awaiting 
them.  Before  the  bell  could  ring  they  were 
all  seated  in  their  respective  places,  exchang- 
ing smiles  at  each  other  and  waiting  for  the 
Blessing  to  be  pronounced. 

At  this  juncture,  it  was  mentioned  that  the 
special  honour  (Christmas  dinner)  was  given 
to  them  by  the  many  good  and  true  friends 
in  the  homeland.  They  unanimously  gave  a 
big  Salaam  which  was  a  determined  indica- 
tion of  their  sincere  appreciation. 

SPORTS  &  GAMES:  In  the  afternoon, 
games  and  sports  were  arranged  for  those 
willing  to  participate.  Some  interesting  items 
on  the  programme  were  the  100- Yds.  dash, 
Sack  Race  and  the  Tug  Of  War.  The  Tug 
Of  War  was  between  an  equal  number  of 
men  and  women.  To  the  amazement  of  the 
spectators,  the  women  won  the  laurels! 
Prizes  were  distributed,  consisting  of  cocoa- 
nuts,  pencils,  handkerchiefs,  needles,  soaps, 
calendars,  toys,  sweets,  tennis  balls,  etc.  The 
patients  said  "it  was  a  great  day". 

"Benjamin." 
Ed.  "Benjamin"  is  an  Indian  clerk 
employed  at  the  Mission. 


For  Your  Church  Friend  —  Gift  Subscription  to 
"The  Outlook  of  Missions" 


December  issue  in  attractive  wrapper,  gift  card  bearing  name  of  giver  sent  directly  to 
your  friend.  The  subscription  will  begin  with  January,  1940.  Final  date  for  the  above 
December  15. 
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Presidents  Confer 

Mrs.  Hildegarde  Alice  Leich,  W.  M.  S.  G.  S.  and  Mrs.  Hugo  Schuessler.  E.  W.  U. 


/'^NE  year  and  five  months  had  elapsed  on 
November  first,  1939 — the  date  of  or- 
ganization of  the  Women's  Guild — since  the 
50th  Anniversary  of  the  organization  of  the 
Woman's  Missionary  Society  of  General 
Synod  was  observed  with  appropriate  cere- 
monies. Another  large-looming  date  is  June, 
1936,  when  the  15th  Anniversary  of  the 
Evangelical  Women's  Union,  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
brought  into  fellowship  many  women  of  the 
"E"  and  "R"  portions  of  the  Church.  A  con- 
sciousness of  merging  prevailed  at  St.  Louis 
and  to  a  greater  degree  at  Akron.  That 
FUTURE,  which  gave  unusual  atmosphere  at 
both  anniversaries  became  PRESENT  on 
November  1.  This  date  will  parallel  in  sig- 
nificance those  earlier  dates,  as  the  years  pro- 
duce fruits  from  the  combined  second 
planting. 

As  a  consequence  of  the  untiring  efforts 
made  by  officers  and  committees,  more  than 
six  hundred  women  (661)  were  in  attendance. 
Many  had  travelled  long  distances  —  Cali- 
fornia, Texas,  Washington,  Oregon,  with 
practically  every  state  in  the  middle-west, 
south,  northwest  and  east  sending  large 
quotas  of  women,  to  this  organization  meeting 


held  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  The  ceremony  of 
Merger  took  place  in  Zion  Church  and  the 
business  meetings  were  held  at  Hotel  Cleve- 
land. Many  of  us  have  focussed  so  close-up 
to  the  parts  which  are  being  fitted  into  the 
Women's  Guild  that  time  has  not  allowed  for 
the  thrill  which  must  come  with  realization 
of  the  latent  power  which  awaits  release  for 
Kingdom  service.  But  many  were  in  attend- 
ance who  allowed  themselves  to  be  possessed 
with  the  significance  of  the  freedom  of  women 
"in  Christ  Jesus."  The  following  causes  and 
projects  will  be  the  avenues  through  which 
the  women  will  work:  National  Missions  and 
Church  Extension;  International  Missions; 
Pensions  and  Relief;  Christian  Education; 
Student  Support;  Interdenominational  dues 
and  projects;  Promotional  Work. 

Officers  were  elected  to  serve  for  the  ad 
interim  period  of  two  years,  at  which  time 
a  constitution  of  the  Women's  Guild  will 
be  adopted:  President,  Mrs.  Hildegarde  Alice 
Leich;  Vice-President,  Mrs.  Hugo  Schuessler; 
Recording  Secretary,  Mrs.  William  Halfter; 
Treasurer,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Mengel. 

The  invitation,  extended  by  Mrs.  Wm. 
Halfter  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Wagner,  to  meet  Octo- 
ber, 1941,  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  was  accepted. 
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The  Outlook  of  Missions 


[December 


When  Hand  Clasped  Hand 


'  I  'HE  clasp  of  the  hand  is  the  symbol  of 
many  beautiful  ceremonies  and  the  cere- 
mony in  connection  with  the  merger  of  the 
Women's  groups  of  the  Evangelical  and  Re- 
formed Church  was  no  exception.  Zion  Evan- 
gelical and  Reformed  Church,  Cleveland,  was 
the  setting  for  the  service.  The  flowers  in 
the  chancel,  the  vast  assemblage,  the  fact  that 
every  available  seat  was  occupied  with  some 
of  the  visitors  standing,  the  evidences  of  the 
committee's  careful  planning,  both  as  we 
entered  and  as  the  ceremony  proceeded,  all 
combined  to  make  this  an  occasion  long  to  be 
remembered. 

When  she  registered  for  the  Convention, 
every  woman  had  received,  along  with  numer- 
ous other  materials,  a  narrow  strip  of  ribbon 
(gold  for  the  "R"  and  crimson  for  the  "E") 
which  indicated  that  she  was  a  delegate  at  the 
sessions.  These  insignia  were  worn  during 
the  first  day  and,  according  to  directions, 
worn  conspicuously  as  we  entered  the  sanctu- 
ary on  the  evening  of  November  1.  "R" 
women  were  directed  by  "E"  ushers  to  the 
right  side  of  the  auditorium  and  "E"  women 
by  "R"  ushers,  to  the  left.  Only  delegates 
were  seated  on  the  main  floor;  visitors  sat  in 
the  back  and  side  balconies.  One  visitor  com- 
mented on  the  significance  of  the  fact  that 
"looking  at  the  two  groups  of  women  from 
above,  one  could  detect  no  outward  diff^erence 
whatever,  nothing  that  could  by  any  means 
be  used  as  a  label.  " 

Presently  the  strains  of  "How  Firm  a 
Foundation"  were  heard  in  the  processional 
and  the  service  had  begun.  The  opening  por- 
tion of  the  service  was  impressive  with  its 
dignity  and  simplicity.  Scripture  was  read 
by  Mrs.  Richard  Hippie  of  York,  Pa.  Mrs. 
Edward  Evemeyer  of  Los  Angeles,  California, 
offered  a  heart-searching  prayer.  The  choir's 
selection,  "The  Builder",  was  most  significant 
for  the  convention  theme,  "Laborers  Together 
With  God".  After  the  offering,  which  had 
been  designated  a  "Thank  Offering"  to  be 
given  through  our  Church  Committee  for 
China  Relief,  Mrs.  Mernitz.  Chairman  of  the 
Commission  on  Merger,  who  was  presiding, 
called  for  statements  from  the  two  presidents. 
Mrs.  F.  W.  Leich  and  Mrs.  Hugo  Schuessler, 
after  which  the  Merger  Ceremony  took  place. 

Led  by  ushers  dressed  in  white,  the  women 
proceeded  up  the  side  aisles,  "R"  women  at 
the  right,  "E"  women  at  the  left.  At  the 
head  of  the  aisle  stood  an  usher  with  a  large 


tray  on  which  each  delegate  deposited  her 
badge  of  demarcation  and  from  the  tray 
extended  by  the  next  usher  she  accepted  the 
new  insignia — that  of  unity.  A  third  usher 
held  a  large  basket  of  red  roses  from  which 
a  fourth  handed  one  to  Mrs.  Schuessler  (on 
the  right  side  of  the  church).  With  out- 
stretched hand,  Mrs.  Schuessler  received 
every  "R"  delegate,  clasped  her  hand  warmly, 
gave  her  a  rose  and  welcomed  her  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Women's  Guild  of  the  Evangelical 
and  Reformed  Church.  The  same  procedure 
was  followed  on  the  left  side  with  Mrs.  Leich 
welcoming  the  "E"  women.  Then  as  each 
woman  came  to  the  head  of  the  center  aisle, 
she  was  met  by  a  delegate  from  the  other  side, 
and  two  by  two — a  former  "E"  and  a  former 
"R"  woman — the  delegates  proceeded  to  the 
pews,  sitting  not  where  they  had  sat  previ- 
ously, but  sitting  now  as  women  of  the  Evan- 
gelical and  Reformed  Church,  side  by  side. 

Rev.  Louis  W.  Goebel,  D.D.,  President  of 
the  Church,  officially  recognized  the  Women's 
Guild,  saying  (in  part)  "I  have  the  high 
honor,  in  behalf  of  the  Evangelical  and 
Reformed  Church,  of  according  to  the 
Women's  Guild  the  rights  and  privileges  and 
to  present  to  the  Women's  Guild  such  chal- 
lenges as  belong  to  it  in  the  life  of  the 
Church  .  .  .  and  in  behalf  of  the  Church 
and  for  the  Church,  I  place  upon  this 
Women's  Guild  the  blessings  of  the  Triune 
God,  the  Father,  the  Holy  and  Loving  One; 
the  blessings  of  Christ,  the  great  head  of  the 
Church;  the  blessings  of  the  Spirit  of  God, 
the  spirit  of  truth  and  power  and  life.  May 
that  blessing  rest  upon  the  life  of  your  organ- 
ization and  upon  all  its  work.  God  grant  it 
long  existence."  This  was  a  most  impressive 
moment.  Later,  Dr.  Goebel  delivered  an 
address  on  the  theme,  "Laborers  Together 
With  God". 

The  Holy  Communion  served  by  the  min- 
isters of  Cleveland  brought  to  a  fitting  close 
this  historic  service. 

It  is  unthinkable  that  any  one  who  partici- 
pated in  this  symbolic  ceremony  could  have 
been  unmoved.  May  the  idealism  and  high 
purpose  which  must  have  filled  every  heart 
that  night  be  continued  and  show  itself  in 
every  relationship  in  the  future.  Consecra- 
tion, confidence,  forbearance  and  love  will  be 
equally  necessary  in  the  weeks  ahead  when 
the  actual  working  out  of  plans  and  policies 
will  be  the  order  of  the  day. 

Greta  P.  Hi.nkle. 
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WORSHIP  SERVICE 

First  Meeting  of  the  Women's  Guild 
of  the 

Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church 

"WE  ARE  LABORERS" 
Scripture — John  17:21-23 

AFTER  an  inspirational  and  beautiful  ceremony  of  Merger  last  evening  we  meet 
this  morning  as  the  Women's  Guild  of  the  Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church. 
We  represent  a  great  army  of  Christian  women  ready  to  undertake  a  gigantic  task 
and  to  assume  tremendous  responsibilities. 

In  these  verses,  from  the  High  Priestly  prayer  of  our  Lord,  we  hear  Him  pray- 
ing for  a  Unity  of  Spirit,  not  an  external  unity  merely  but  an  internal  unity.  A 
unity  which  has  for  its  example  the  unity  of  Christ  and  the  Father  God — No  greater 
unity  can  be  imagined — "As  Thou  Father  art  in  me  and  I  in  Thee".  It  means  a 
great  fusion  of  spirit.  The  world  witnessed  such  a  fusion  of  spirit  in  the  first  century 
church  for  they  said  "Behold  how  these  Christians  love  each  other".  The  motto  of 
the  United  Church  of  Christ  in  China  is  "Let  us  agree  to  differ  but  resolve  to  love". 

Why  did  Christ  pray  for  a  great  unity  of  spirit?  For  one  purpose,  namely, 
"That  the  world  may  believe  that  Thou  hast  sent  me".  The  supreme  mission  then 
of  Christ's  followers  is  to  proclaim  the  Gospel  of  God's  Salvation  that  the  power  of 
Christ  may  transform  the  lives  of  men  and  women,  boys  and  girls. 

We  are  therefore  laborers.  There  is  no  such  thing  as  an  inactive  Christian, 
for  if  we  are  Christian  we  have  power;  we  have  been  lighted  by  the  living  torch  of 
Christ  our  Lord — "Ye  are  the  light  of  the  world."  And  more  than  that,  Christ  said, 
"Ye  are  the  salt  of  the  earth".  Salt  is  a  preservative.  He  therefore  savs  to  us, 
"You  are  to  keep  the  SPIRITUAL  LIFE,  the  ECONOMIC  LIFE  and  the  SOCIAL 
LIFE  OF  THE  world  from  rotting."  It  is  a  gigantic  task  which  Christians  of  today 
face. 

We  hear  the  ringing  challenge  of  Isaiah  when  he  cried  out  "Prepare  ye  the  way 
of  the  Lord,  make  His  paths  straight".  Today  we  visualize  a  great  highway  down 
which  the  future  generations  must  travel.  We  are  preparing  the  way  of  the  Lord. 
As  we  look  at  the  construction  of  this  great  highway  we  see  some  who  are  blocking 
the  way  because  they  have  no  vision.  We  also  see  some  standing  along  the  side 
watching  the  construction,  doing  nothing  to  help:  thev  may  drop  a  word  of  criticism 
now  and  then.  But  on  ahead  we  see  those  who  constantly  push  forward,  removing 
all  barriers,  tirelessly  working  that  the  Son  of  God  may  ride  triumphantly  into  the 
hearts  of  men.  May  the  women  of  the  Guild  of  the  Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church 
be  in  this  latter  class,  ever  pressing  forward  with  a  great  unitv  of  spirit.  "Father, 
may  they  all  be  one — that  the  world  may  believe  that  Thou  hast  sent  me". 

Mrs.  Melvin  E.  Beck. 

North  Canton,  Ohio. 
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"In  the  Breaking  of  Bread" 


THERE  is  something  about  the  breaking 
of  bread,  one  with  the  other,  which 
brings  an  intimacy  rarely  attained  otherwise. 
It  was  a  happy  thought  to  provide  for  a  Fel- 
lowship banquet  on  the  evening  following  the 
iMerger  Ceremony  which  brought  about  the 
Women's  Guild  of  the  Evangelical  and 
Reformed  Church.  To  see  more  than  800 
women  of  the  former  Evangelical  and  Re- 
formed groups  seated  together  (  arranged  so 
that  no  two  of  either  group  should  sit  next  I 
was  an  impressive  sight.  At  the  speakers' 
table  there  were  seated  the  President,  Mrs. 
Hildegarde  Alice  Leich:  Dr.  L.  W.  Goebel, 
President  of  General  Synod  and  Mrs.  Goebel: 
members  of  the  Commission  on  Merger:  guest 
speakers,  Mrs.  Leslie  E.  Swain  and  Miss  Mary 
Alice  Nace;  and  two  members  from  the 
"unorganized  groups".  At  a  second  table, 
paralleling  the  speakers'  table,  were  seated 
the  Executive  Board  of  the  former  Woman's 
Missionary  Society,  Board  of  Directors  Evan- 
gelical Women's  Union  and  the  past  presi- 
dents. 

Miss  Ruth  Heinmiller,  Secretary  of  Girls' 
Missionary  Guild,  presided  with  ability  and 
grace.  After  calling  attention  to  the  theme 
of  the  evening  "Press  Forward",  she  pre- 
sented Dr.  and  Mrs.  Goebel:  Mrs.  Henry 
Gekeler  and  Mrs.  May  Friday  Ashbrook,  who 
had  combined  with  duties  of  the  Merger  Com- 
mission of  which  they  were  members,  the 
duties  which  devolve  upon  hostesses  at  a  great 
convention.  Mrs.  Gekeler  is  President  of 
"The  Women's  League" — "R"  group  of  Cleve- 
land: Mrs.  Ashbrook  is  President  of  "Cleve- 
land Federation  of  Evangelical  Women."  The 
new  President,  Mrs.  Leich  and  the  guest 
speakers,  Mrs.  Swain  and  Miss  Nace  were  pre- 
sented in  order. 

The  banquet  appointments  were  fitting  to 
the  occasion — beautiful  flowers,  corsages  of 
orchids  at  the  speakers'  table — favors  at  each 
place  "two  sisters"  bound  together  by  the  new 
name  "Women's  Guild."  The  Program  began 
with  the  blessing,  "Thanks  be  to  Him",  by  a 
double  trio  of  voices.  Music  of  high  quality 
consisting  of  a  number  of  spirituals  with  sev- 
eral selections  from  operas,  was  a  fitting 
introduction  to  the  program  of  addresses. 
The  music  was  furnished  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Luther  King,  concert  soloists  of  Cleveland. 

Miss  Nace,  representing  the  G.  M.  G.  used 
for  her  address  "Press  Forward."  Having 


attended  the  World  Conference  of  Christian 
Youth  at  Amsterdam,  she  told  how  more  than 
a  thousand  young  people  representing  seventy 
countries  had  met  for  the  purpose  of  cooper- 
ation in  bringing  about  a  world  fellowship 
in  Christian  service.  An  unofficial  finding 
noted — "while  people  differ  in  color,  race  and 
customs — it  is  astonishing  how  many  things 
the  youth  of  the  world  have  in  common."  In 
closing.  Miss  Nace  assured  the  Women's 
Guild  of  the  cooperation  of  the  Girls'  Mis- 
sionary Guild  in  the  work  to  be  undertaken. 
In  responding  for  the  Women's  Guild,  Mrs. 
E.  Bueneman  thanked  Miss  Nace  for  the 
assurance  of  cooperation  and  thanked  her  for 
what  the  G.  M.  G.  have  done.  Mrs.  Leslie 
E.  Swain,  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  officer 
in  the  Woman's  American  Baptist  Foreign 
Mission  Society,  delegate  to  Madras,  brought 
the  message  "Women  in  Religion  in  the 
World  of  Tomorrow."  Her  admirable  ad- 
dress was  built  upon  observations  made  in 
many  countries  en  route  to  Madras.  Through 
her  eyes  we  saw  the  sad  condition  of  the 
Mohammedan  women  of  India,  veiled  so  that 
only  their  eyes  are  visible:  of  the  Hindu 
women,  who  wore  no  material  veil  but  shared 
with  the  Mohammedan  women  that  heavier 
veil  of  superstition  and  ignorance:  in  South 
India  the  20%  of  literate  Christian  women 
who  were  teaching  the  Hindu  women  of  whom 
only  2%  can  read  and  write,  and  the  Moham- 
medan women  of  whom  only  11/2%  can  read 
and  write.  These  South  India  women  have 
set  goals — namely:  (1)  One  person,  not  able 
to  read  and  write  shall  learn :  then  teach 
another.  (2  I  To  combat  debt — their  greatest 
curse,  even  to  the  extent  of  foregoing  a  new 
Christmas  sari  if  its  purchase  means  going 
into  debt.  (3  I  To  fight  drink,  another  great 
curse.  In  this  effort  they  have  found  useful 
the  simple  drama.  Young  women  visit 
villages,  give  temperance  plays  and  show  the 
evils  of  drink. 

Of  Dr.  Ida  Scudder's  great  work,  Mrs. 
Swain  gave  the  following  incident — which  has 
become  history.  Having  plead  with  the 
authorities  for  a  medical  school,  she  finally 
had  permission  to  open  a  medical  school  for 
women  doctors  if  she  could  get  6  women  to 
applv  for  entrance.  Instead  of  6  there  were 
100  applicants.  17  were  selected.  ...  Of  the 
17,  14  took  the  Government  examination  and 
13  were  successful  although  80%  of  the  men 
candidates  had  failed. 
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In  Japan,  although  Mrs.  Swain  found  com- 
paratively few  Christian  women  in  places  of 
leadership,  she  was  impressed  with  the  cour- 
age of  the  few  she  met,  citing  for  example 
the  Japanese  woman  preacher,  who  though  in 
danger  of  punishment,  told  her  congregation 
that  the  war  with  China  was  a  sin.  Another 
illustration  gave  the  courageous  stand  of 
a  prominent  woman — a  Christian  educator, 
who,  at  great  personal  danger,  refused  to  send 
marchers  from  her  school  to  take  part  in  the 
Japanese  "Victory  Parades".  After  a  series 
of  similar  word  pictures,  Mrs.  Swain  said  "To 
keep  abreast  in  Religion  in  'The  World  of 
Tomorrow'  "  woman  must  (1)  realize  her  per- 
sonal power.  As  illustrations:  After  a  cereal 
company  had  put  martial  cut-out  pictures  into 
thousands  of  packages,  a  woman's  protest  to 
the  company  brought  a  letter  of  thanks  from 
the  president  and  the  assurance  that  every 
package  in  the  warehouse  would  be  opened 
and  the  martial  cut-outs  removed.  Another 
illustration  gave  the  details  of  the  success  of 


a  woman's  appeal  that  an  undesirable  book 
on  college  life  should  not  be  filmed.  (2) 
Keep  growing  intellectually  and  spiritually. 
(3)  Develop  a  world  vision.  (4)  Be  coura- 
geous about  (a)  maintaining  Christian  homes 
(b)  making  our  neighborhoods  truly  Chris- 
tian (c)  making  our  nation  Christian  (d) 
being  Christian  ourselves.  In  conclusion  Mrs. 
Swain  re-lived  Christmas  Eve  of  1938  at 
Madras  when  folks  of  many  tongues,  each 
in  his  own  language,  joined  in  singing  the 
great  Christmas  carols,  followed  on  Christmas 
morning  by  the  unforgettable  Holy  Commun- 
ion, under  the  direction  of  Bishop  Azariah — 
himself  once  an  outcast.  The  memorable  eve- 
ning came  to  its  close  with  singing  the  Con- 
vention hymn  and  prayer  by  Miss  Helen 
Abernethy. 

— The  feast  is  done,  but  God  grant  that  the 
inspiration  may  be  enduring. 

Olga  Wobus. 

Grand  Junction,  Colorado. 


A  Pastor's  Reactions  to  the  Merger  Convention 


A COMMITTEE  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
International  Missions  made  it  possible 
for  me  to  attend  part  of  the  sessions  of  the 
Merger  Convention  of  the  Women's  Societies 
of  our  Church  at  Cleveland.  The  impressions 
I  gained  even  as  a  "visitor  ",  were  far  beyond 
what  I  had  anticipated. 

One  could  not  escape  the  sense  of  challenge 
which  emerged  from  this  gathering  of  nearly 
700  delegated  representatives  of  the  200,000 
women  of  our  united  Church.  What  potential 
service,  what  organized  spiritual  power,  what 
an  outreach  of  consecrated  Christian  woman- 
hood was  suggested  to  any  earnest  follower  of 
Christ  who  was  privileged  to  be  present !  The 
only  condition,  it  seemed  to  me,  to  such  a 
significance  of  the  convention,  lay  in  the 
question  whether  the  women  of  the  local  con- 
gregations, the  regional  districts  and  the 
synods,   whom  these   delegates  represented, 


shall  be  inspired  by  the  same  high  goal  and 
motivated  by  the  same  Kingdom  vision  as 
were  these  women  and  girls  who,  coming 
from  the  two  former  branches  of  our  denomi- 
nation, united  their  hands  and  their  spiritual 
purpose  before  the  altar  of  the  Merger  Con- 
vention Church  the  evening  of  November  1st. 

One  felt  the  presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
in  rare  degree,  in  that  hour!  May  God  grant 
that  the  same  degree  of  spiritual  direction 
may  attend  the  further  unification  of  our 
Evangelical  and  Reformed  womanhood,  in  the 
service  of  Christ  and  His  Kingdom,  to  the 
last  synod  and  region  and  to  the  last  congre- 
gation !  The  convention  accepted  the  vision 
of  a  united,  dedicated  Christian  womanhood, 
in  our  Church.  It  will  be  for  each  local 
society,  each  woman,  each  pastor  to  measure 
up  to  that  vision  and  to  complete  the  merger! 

G.  H.  Gebhardt. 


Among  Our  Contributors 


Two  new  names  appear  among  the  contrib- 
utors for  this  issue,  Mrs.  John  Flucke  and 
Mrs.  Theo  Wobus.  Both  are  pastors'  wives 
and  keenly  interested  in  the  Women's  Guild, 
with  former  service  in  the  educational  work 


of  the  E.  W.  U.  Mrs.  Flucke  is  the  author 
of  the  1939  Day  of  Prayer  for  Missions  ser- 
vice, used  on  Ascension  Day.  Mrs.  Wobus 
prepared  the  1939  Lenten  Quiet  Hour  pro- 
gram for  the  E.  W.  U. 
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General  Impressions  of  the  Merger  Convention 


AS  I  review  in  thought  those  epoch-making 
days  of  the  Merger  Convention,  my 
many  and  varied  impressions  become  clari- 
fied. Most  outstanding  impression  is  the  vast 
amount  of  work  accomplished  by  the  Merger 
Commission.  At  the  opening  session  (the 
only  time  at  which  we  met  separately  as  "R" 
and  "E"'  groups ) ,  we  were  handed  a  number 
of  mimeographed  sheets  containing  the 
actions  taken  by  the  Commission  on  Merger 
over  a  period  of  five  years.  As  the  actions 
were  presented,  I  wondered  if  we  could  ap- 
preciate in  even  a  small  way,  the  thought  and 
planning  and  vision,  as  well  as  the  hard  work 
and  patience,  they  represented.  On  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  when  mention  was  made  that 
a  woman  had  said  "she  handled  these  mime- 
ographed sheets  with  reverence  because  the 
work  they  represented  had  made  them  holy" 
I  agreed  heartily.    That  was  just  as  I  felt. 

At  the  Fellowship  dinner  on  Thursday  eve- 
ning— truly  a  high-light  of  the  Convention 
the  fourteen  women  who  composed  the  Com- 
mission on  Merger  stood  before  us.  As  we 
expressed  our  appreciation,  which  at  best  was 
inadequate,  I  realized  that  their  real  compen- 
sation must  come  from  the  sense  of  work  well 
done. 

On  every  hand,  I  was  much  impressed  by 
the  large  number  of  capable  women  in  our 
midst.  Everything  throughout  the  Conven- 
tion moved  forward  smoothly  and  efficiently. 
The  women  of  Cleveland  were  splendid  host- 
esses. Those  who  presided  at  the  meetings 
were  alert,  poised,  and  gracious.  The  dele- 
gates were  intelligent  and  responsive. 

There  Avere  women  from  the  North  and 
South,  the  East  and  West;  there  were  women 
from  the  "R"  and  "E"  branches  of  our 
Church;  all  of  whom  were  meeting  together 
in  general  session  for  the  first  time.  Through 
their  interest  in  the  work  of  the  Church  and 
through  the  conscious  effort  of  those  who  had 
planned  the  Convention,  a  spirit  of  fellowship 
permeated  the  gathering.  One  noon  I  listened 
to  a  woman  from  Washington,  a  woman  from 
Missouri,  and  a  woman  from  Maryland,  none 
of  whom  had  ever  met  before,  in  earnest  dis- 
cussion. One  woman  from  New  Orleans  told 
me  that  she  came  to  the  Convention  without 
knowing  anyone  but  immediately  found 
friends  on  every  hand.  It  was  interesting  to 
watch  people  in  the  elevator,  the  dining  room, 
the  lobby,  everywhere,  renewing  old  friend- 
ships and  making  new  ones. 


The  eager  smile  and  hearty  handshake  with 
which  the  '"R"  woman  and  the  "E"  woman 
greeted  each  other  in  front  of  the  altar  in 
Zion  Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church  at  the 
Ceremony  of  Merger  on  Wednesday  evening, 
impressed  me  deeply.  Nor  did  the  matter 
stop  there,  for  time  and  time  again  through- 
out the  remainder  of  the  Convention,  I 
chanced  to  hear  an  "R"  woman  introducing 
her  "E"  sister  of  the  Merger  Ceremony  to 
members  of  the  "R"  group,  and  vice  versa. 

Then,  on  the  following  evening,  the  Con- 
vention Committee  wisely  arranged  the  Fel- 
lowship dinner  so  that  five  "R"  women  and 
five  "E"  women  sat  together  at  a  table,  with 
a  previously-appointed  hostess  in  charge. 
Around  the  table  at  which  I  sat  women  had 
come  from  five  states:  some  from  small 
towns,  others  from  large  cities;  some  were 
members  of  the  Girls'  Guild,  others  were 
mothers  with  grown-up  daughters.  By  the 
time  the  dinner  was  over,  we  had  become  well 
acquainted. 

Everywhere  one  sensed  the  desire  of  the 
women  to  enter  whole-heartedly  into  the  spirit 
of  the  occasion — to  achieve  unity  of  purpose 
and  organization.  We  were  not  an  "R" 
group  and  an  "E"'  group,  but  a  united  group 
facing  common  problems. 

I  enjoyed  the  greetings  by  representatives 
of  the  various  agencies  of  the  General  Synod. 
Some  of  the  representatives  I  had  seen  and 
heard  before.  There  were  a  number,  how- 
ever, whom  I  had  not  known.  It  meant  much 
to  me  to  see  in  person  those  who  before  had 
been  merely  names.  Having  the  privilege  of 
meeting  and  speaking  with  some  of  them  per- 
sonally added  much  to  the  worthwhileness  of 
my  experiences. 

The  singing  at  the  Convention  was  inspir- 
ing. In  the  first  place,  each  song  was  well 
chosen,  and  in  the  second  place,  the  women 
sang  them  well.  Even  yet.  the  convention 
hymn,  "Go  Labor  On,  Spend  and  Be  Spent" 
rings  in  my  ears. 

Throughout  the  Convention  there  were 
periods  of  prayer  and  meditation  which 
helped  in  preparing  us  for  the  strenuous  busi- 
ness sessions.  As  a  fitting  close  to  the  Con- 
vention, came  the  inspiring  challenge  of  Mrs. 
Leich,  our  President.  "To  us.  specially  priv- 
ileged to  receive  the  vision  of  what  may  be 
accomplished,  comes  the  task  of  inspiring 
others  to  work  toward  a  united  womanhood 
throughout  our  denomination  —  a  united 
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womanhood  that  will  be  a  force  for  good  in 
onr  own  country  and  throughout  the  world." 
With  hands  clasped  in  a  friendship  chain,  we 
howed  our  heads  while  some  gave  voice  to 
prayers  of  praise  and  thanksgiving,  of  inter- 
cession and  petition  on  behalf  of  the  Women's 


Guild  of  the  Evangelical  and  Reformed 
Church.  The  service  closed  with  "Blessed  be 
the  Tie  that  Binds."  That  brief  closing  ser- 
vice left  an  indelible  impression  upon  me. 

Mrs.  Lydia  Flucke. 

Clayton,  Mo. 


Praver 

Merger  Convention,  Friday  Morning,  November  3,  1939 


ALMIGHTY  God,  our  Heavenly  Father, 
Father  of  all  mankind — Thou  who  art 
the  giver  of  every  good  and  perfect  gift — 
we  lift  our  hearts  and  voices  to  Thee  this 
morning  in  adoration  and  praise.  We  thank 
Thee  for  the  fellowship  we  are  enjoying 
through  this  service  of  laboring  together  for 
the  spreading  of  Thy  Kingdom  among  Thy 
children  of  all  Nations.  We  thank  Thee  that 
our  own  spiritual  lives  have  been  quickened 
and  deepened  through  our  service  together. 

We  thank  Thee,  most  gracious  Father,  for 
this  day  in  which  the  consumation  of  our 
working  and  planning  together  has  so  happily 
been  accomplished.  It  has  been  a  great  priv- 
ilege to  be  here.  We  thank  Thee  that  we  have 
been  counted  worthy  of  sharing  this  hour. 

Now,  most  gracious  Father,  we  have  come 
to  a  new  beginning  of  our  service  to  Thee. 
We  are  in  the  midst  of  our  planning  and 
pledging  for  the  future  of  this  newly-born 
organization  of  all  the  women  of  our  united 
Church.  Help  us  as  we  go  forward  from 
here.  Grant  unto  us  grace  and  courage,  faith 
and  strength  in  abundant  measure  as  we 
approach  the  great  task  that  is  before  us. 
Do  Thou  rule  our  hearts  and  minds  and  wills 
that  all  our  powers  may  be  engaged  for  Thee. 
We  would  work  in  the  constant  assurance  of 


Thy  guidance  and  Thy  loving  care  and 
keeping. 

Help  us  to  know  Thy  will  for  each  one  of 
us.  Increase  in  us  a  desire  to  be  in  harmony 
with  Thy  plan  and  purpose  for  our  lives  and 
for  this  organization.  Help  us,  our  Father, 
that  the  knowledge  that  we  are  a  part  of  a 
mighty  host  may  lend  strength  to  all  our 
efforts  and  confidence  to  our  hopes.  And 
may  we  ever  strive  for  victory — not  in  our 
own  might — but  in  the  power  of  Him  who 
loved  us  and  gave  His  life  for  us  —  our 
Saviour — who  lightens  our  pathway  so  clearly 
that  we  cannot  fail  to  see  the  way  He  would 
have  us  follow. 

Our  loving  Father,  we  would  commend  to 
Thee  all  Missionaries  of  the  Cross  encircling 
the  earth.  Help  them  to  remember  at  all 
times  that  Thou  art  near  at  hand  to  bless  and 
protect.  Thou  art  the  very  shade  upon  their 
right  hand — that  even  in  the  most  troublous 
times — Thou  wilt  not  suffer  a  foot  to  be 
moved.  Thou  art  ever  mindful  of  Thine  own. 
Working  and  living  in  such  constant  assur- 
ance of  Thy  loving  care  and  keeping  —  do 
Thou  bless  their  efforts  mightily. 

We  ask  all  these  things  in  the  name  of  our 
precious  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ.  Amen. 

Mrs.  Lewis  L.  Anewalt. 


January  Issue 

Important  articles  on  the  Merger  Convention  including  brief  introductions  to  the  new 
officers  of  the  Women  s  Guild,  also  an  assembled  account  of  the  Synodical  Conventions  with 
directory  of  new  officers  and  departmental  secretaries. 
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Notes  —  Mostly  Merger  Convention 


HOW  different  would  have  been  the  Merger 
Convention  had  it  not  been  for  the  tire- 
less preparations  of  the  Cleveland  Church 
women  who  had  everything  in  readiness  when 
the  delegates  began  to  arrive.  The  foyer  on 
the  mezzanine  floor  of  Hotel  Cleveland,  was 
the  social  mecca  for  all  times  between  ses- 
sions, and  the  literature  table.  Miss  Sara  Jo 
Schilling  in  charge,  the  most  frequented  spot 
.  .  .  with  the  news  stand  a  close  second.  Mrs. 
Henry  Gekeler  had  charge  of  newspaper 
publicity  and  reporters  gave  very  fine  service 
.  .  .  and  the  women  sought  convention  news! 
«    *  ♦ 

A  Thank  Offering  was  laid  upon  the  altar 
at  the  Merger  Ceremony.  This  was  for  China 
Relief — the  amount  $331.75. 

*    *  * 

Telegrams  and  letters  brought  greetings 
from  a  host  of  well  wishers.  Many  were  read 
during  the  portion  of  Thursday  morning  ser- 
vice devoted  to  Greetings.  The  following  mis- 
sionaries were  introduced  and  gave  brief  but 
challenging  messages:  Dr.  Kate  I.  Hansen  and 
Miss  Lydia  A.  Lindsey,  Miyagi  College, 
Sendai,  Japan;  Miss  Alma  Jungerman,  India; 
Mrs.  F.  Andreas,  Honduras;  Mrs.  Edwin 
Beck,  China;  Mrs.  Lillian  Lang,  formerly 
from  India;  Missionary  "Ben"  Stucki,  Indian 
School,  Neillsville,  Wis.;  Mrs.  Loran  W. 
Veith,  Pleasant  Valley,  Ohio;  Mrs.  Sigismund 
Laky,  Hungarian  Church,  Buffalo;  Mrs. 
Henry  J.  Damm,  Caroline  Mission,  St.  Louis, 
Mo.;  Missionaries,  other  than  the  ones  men- 
tioned, were  in  attendance  at  the  Fellowship 
dinner,  the  Merger  Ceremony  and  other 
sessions. 

«    *  ♦ 

The  presence  of  representatives  from 
Boards  of  the  Church  lent  zest  to  the  think- 
ing of  delegates  as  they  considered  the  Causes 
and  Projects  through  which  the  Women's 
Guild  will  contribute  financial  aid.  The  fol- 
lowing spoke  in  appreciation  of  what  had 
been  done  in  the  past  by  the  women  of  the 
Church:  Dr.  Louis  W.  Goebel,  President  of 
General  Synod;  Dr.  Theodore  Schmale,  Board 
of  International  Missions;  Dr.  A.  V.  Cassel- 
man,  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  "R";  Dr. 
F.  A.  Goetsch,  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
"E";  Dr.  Eugene  Mcl,ean,  Board  of  Pensions 
and  Ministerial  Relief;  Rev.  Walter  Witthaus, 


Churchmen's  Brotherhood;  Dr.  Wm.  F.  De- 
Long  and  Dr.  John  C.  Horning,  Board  of 
Home  Missions. 

«    »  ♦ 

We  wish  to  share  with  readers  the  kindly 
comments  of  a  minister  who  had  come  from 
a  distance  to  attend  the  Ceremony  of  Merger. 
"I  was  deeply  impressed  by  the  air  of  expect- 
ancy and  anticipation  evident  in  the  church 
as  the  congregation  gathered;  by  the  unusual 
reverence  of  the  group  as  though  the  signifi- 
cance of  the  occasion  were  awe-inspiring;  by 
the  fine  spirit  of  the  delegates,  their  willing- 
ness to  adjust  themselves  to  conditions  and 
circumstances,  the  camaraderie  and  evidence 
of  genuine  interest  in  each  other.  I  realized 
anew  the  resource  of  the  womanhood  of  the 
church  as  the  seemingly  unending  lines  of 
women  participated  in  the  Ceremony.  I  was 
thrilled  by  the  singing  of  the  vast  congrega- 
tion as — altos  and  sopranos — with  the  splen- 
did choir  made  a  wonderful  combination." 

*  *  * 

To  the  delegates  who  had  come  to  Cleve- 
land from  the  Pacific  Coast,  Cleveland  and 
New  York  are  comparatively  close  neighbors. 
Among  those  who  came  to  New  York  City 
from  Cleveland  and  stopped  en  route  in  Phil- 
adelphia for  a  visit  to  Philadelphia  head- 
quarters were  Mrs.  H.  McElroy,  Seattle, 
Washington,  and  Mrs.  Edward  F.  Evemeyer. 
San  Francisco,  California.  Both  women  are 
steady  supporters  of  the  OuTLOOK  OF  Mis- 
sions. 

*  *  * 

An  Embarrassing  Moment.  To  Mrs.  Leich 
that  moment  came  when  she  gave  consent  to 
the  Nominating  Committee,  allowing  it  to 
place  her  name  in  nomination  for  the  Presi- 
dency of  the  Women's  Guild  .  .  .  for  she  had 
procured  a  gift  for  the  first  President!  This 
was  the  second  time  that  she  had  yielded  per- 
sonal desires  to  continue  in  the  strenuous 
duties  attached  to  the  office  of  president  of 
an  organization.  Following  her  election,  June, 
1938,  as  President  of  the  W.  M.  S.  G.  S. 
she  fully  determined  to  lead  a  less  arduous 
life  when  that  term  of  office  should  be  ended. 
Months  ago  she  planned  the  unique  gavel  for 
the  first  President  of  the  Women's  Guild. 
The  gavel  was  finished  and  in  her  possession 
— but  she  could  not  give  the  gavel  to  herself 
.  .  .  hence  the  story  as  told  in  the  "Gavel 
Presented  to  the  Women's  Guild." 
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Missionary  Guests:  Alma  L.  Jungerman,  India:  Kate  1.  Hansen 
and  Lydia  A.  Lindsey,  Japan 


3,000  separate  meetings  held  on  the  same 
day  with  an  offering  of  more  than  30,000 
dollars  is  the  pin-head  story  of  the  1939 
World  Day  of  Prayer.  Two  months  ahead, 
February  9th,  lies  the  1940  observance,  for 
which  Miss  Muriel  Lester  and  her  sister 
Doris,  London,  England,  will  write  the  wor- 
ship service.  Let  no  community  go  without 
a  "Day  of  Prayer  Service"  because  no  Church 
woman  will  take  the  initiative!  ...  It  may 
be  you,  who  must  take  it. 


The  very  earnest  cooperation  of  Literature 
Secretaries  with  the  subscription  Department 
of  the  Outlook  of  Missions  made  October 
the  banner  month  for  new  subscriptions,  with 
55  this  year  as  compared  to  38  last  year. 
When  we  find  the  short-stop  to  discontinu- 
ances we  will  have  found  the  way  to  being 
self-supporting.     Fifty-five   new  subscribers 

for  October  is  encouraging. 

*    «■  * 


The  Prayer  Calendar 


'  I  'W  ELVE  thousand  Prayer  Calendars  are 
i  •■■  being  distributed  or  awaiting  distribution. 
The  1940  cover  design  in  sepia  by  Miss 
Mathilda  Grether,  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  is 
illustrative  of  the  theme,  "A  World  Fellow- 
ship of  Christians."  The  prayers  were  written 
by  women  who  live  in  '^countries  or  whose 
ancestors  lived  in  countries  influenced  by  the 
Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church.  The 
prayer  for  January  was  written  by  Mrs.  Wil- 
liam Stuart — Holland  ancestry.  Mrs.  Stuart 
is  President  of  the  Missionary  Union  of  the 
Christian  Reformed  Church  of  Holland, 
Michigan,  and  vicinity,  which  includes  about 
fifty  churches.   Not  so  many  years  ago,  under 


the  leadership  of  Dr.  Van  Realte,  a  group  of 
people  came  from  the  Netherlands  to  find  a 
home  where  they  might  worship  God  as  their 
consciences  dictated:  the  site  selected  was 
named  Holland. 

Under  the  theme,  "A  World  Fellowship  of 
Christians"  it  seemed  appropriate  that  the 
first  prayer  should  recall  the  spirit  of  love  as 
it  reached  out  from  Holland  to  the  struggling 
Reformed  Church  in  Colonial  times.  "To  the 
unselfish  liberality  of  the  Holland  Church,  the. 
Reformed  Church  of  Pennsylvania  owes  not 
only  its  existence  but  also  the  preservation  of 
its  official  records  ...  it  was  one  of  the 
many  mission  fields  of  that  great  missionary 
Church — the  Reformed  Church  of  Holland." 
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Momentum  for  the  Meeting 
Materials  and  Methods 

Carrie  M.  Kerschner 

THIS  column  is  giving  way  to  the  impor- 
tant articles  concerning  the  Merger  Con- 
vention. Only  two  references  to  Program 
material  are  being  made.  First  of  all,  every 
society  will  want  a  copy  of  WOMEN  AND 
THE  WAY,  that  splendid  symposium  on  what 
Christianity  has  meant  in  the  life  of  the 
womanhood  of  the  world.  The  book  sells 
for  50c,  the  How  to  Use  is  in  the  February 
Folder,  in  packet.  Materials  for  study 
classes  to  be  held  during  Lent  will  be  men- 
tioned in  the  January  Outlook  of  Missions. 

Special  Convention  items  will  be  sent  to 
the  president  of  each  local  Missionary  Society 
as  well  as  other  societies  in  the  local  church. 
These  are  for  use  at  the  January  meeting 
which  is  to  be  a  joint  one.  Remember  to 
make  your  arrangements  JOINTLY. 

February  9  is  the  date  and  all  societies 


[December 

will  want  to  place  their  orders  for  the  World 
Day  of  Prayer  Material.  The  Theme  for  the 
program  is  "In  quietness  and  confidence 
shall  be  your  strength."  Programs  are  2c 
each  in  any  quantity.  The  Call  to  Prayer 
is  included  free  of  charge,  except  postage  for 
carriage.  About  5c  for  100  will  bring  the 
supply.  One  Call  for  every  program  ordered. 
Place  orders  early.  All  presidents  will  receive 
sample  copies. 

Girls'  Guilds  are  ordering  COMRADES 
ROUND  THE  WORLD,  60c.  The  fine 
Leader's  Guide  sells  for  25c.  Bovs  and  girls 
are  studying  FAR  ROUND  THE  WORLD, 
50c.  Order  your  materials  early  and  remem- 
ber that  all  age  groups  will  welcome  any  read- 
ing course  book  for  a  Christmas  gift. 

A  new  supply  of  "World  Focus",  20c,  has 
been  made  available.  We  shall  be  glad  to 
receive  additional  orders  for  this  illustrated 
booklet  on  the  Madras  Conference. 

May  the  "peace  which  passeth  understand- 
ing" rest  and  abide  with  all  the  readers  of 
this  column  at  this  special  season  of  the  year. 
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Girls'  Missionary  Guild 

Ruth  Heinmiller,  Secretary 


IF  YOUR  Guild  is  following  the  suggested 
outlines  in  the  Guild  program  booklet,  "A 
World-wide  Venture"  you  will  have  some 
stories  and  discussion  about  the  Japanese  in 
the  United  States  at  your  January  meeting. 
At  this  point  you  will  be  interested  to  know 
more  about  the  work  among  the  Japanese 
along  the  Pacific  Coast  as  it  is  carried  on  by 
the  Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church.  Dur- 
ing this  past  year  a  Girls'  Missionary  Guild 
was  organized  in  our  Japanese  Church  in 
San  Francisco  by  Mrs.  Arthur  Felkley,  who 
has  sent  us  a  report  of  the  activities  of  the 
Guild.    We  share  this  report  with  you. 

Activities  since  organization  ( including 
weeks  of  "getting  acquainted",  previous  to 
organization )  : 

1.  Helped  Fujin-kai  I W.  M.  S.)  prepare 
and  serve  luncheon  at  Church  Anniversary. 

2.  Had  informal  social  times  together. 

3.  Cleaned  closets  in  Educational  Building. 

4.  Cleaned  and  mended  toys  for  Beginners' 
department. 

5.  Sewed  (from  new  and  used  material) 
dresses,  jackets,  pants,  etc.,  for  children  in 


Japanese  Orphanage  in  Community. 

6.  Made  and  sold  over  fifty  boxes  of  candy 
(part  of  proceeds  to  be  used  to  begin  a 
Japanese  Exhibit  I . 

7.  Began  using  Guild  programs,  study 
book,  "Dinabandhu"  and  Prayer  Calendar. 

8.  Helped  with  denominational  (E  and  R) 
Youth  Fellowship  at  our  Church. 

Activities  and  Projects  planned  for  the 
future: 

1.  Silver  Anniversary  Guild  banquet,  invit- 
ing women  and  girls  of  the  church  (including 
Fujin-kai— W.  M.  S.) 

2.  Reading  Course. 

3.  Preparation  of  a  Japanese  exhibit  for 
purpose  of  missionary  education. 

4.  Further  use  of  Prayer  Calendar  and 
Thank  Offering  boxes. 

5.  Project  of  cleaning  and  painting  the 
church  school  departments  in  the  Educational 
Building. 

6.  A  course  in  flower  arrangement  or  cook- 
ing, inviting  Fujin-kai  to  participate. 

With  these  activities  we  are  sure  that  this 
Girls'  Missionary  Guild  will  go  forward.  We 


only  regret  that  these  girls  cannot  have  the 
advantage  of  meeting  with  other  Guilds  at  an 
Institute  or  Rally  but  they  have  the  honor 
of  being  the  only  Guild  of  our  church  on  the 
Pacific  Coast.  The  president  is  Miss  Jitsuko 
Nakaro,  1707  Geary  St.,  San  Francisco,  Calif. 


Welcome  to  the  New  Guilds 

Eastern  Synod — St.  John's  Church,  Selins- 
grove.  Pa.  Organized  by  Miss  Mary  Gries- 
enier  and  Mrs.  Arthur  Brown  with  21  charter 
members.  President,  Miss  Doris  Noll,  Selins- 
grove,  Pa. 

Missionary  Education  fo 

TO  FORM  right  attitudes  in  childhood 
insures  against  great  difficulties  in  human 
relationships  later  in  life.  Missions,  there- 
fore, must  be  presented  to  children  in  such 
a  way  as  to  develop  in  them  a  consciousness 
of  Christian  attitudes  toward  people  of  all 
nationalities  and  races. 

The  Woman's  Missionary  Society  and  Girls' 
Missionary  Guild  should  cooperate  with  any 
program  of  missionary  education  for  children 
in  their  church.  If  there  is  no  Mission  Band 
in  your  church,  invite  the  director  of  chil- 
dren's work  to  a  meeting  of  the  local  W.  M.  S. 
cabinet  and  discuss  with  her  the  plans  for 
missionary  education  of  children.  Suggest 
that  the  missionary  units  used  by  the  Mission 
Band  might  be  used  for  one  quarter  in  the 

Gavel  Presented  to 

THE  first  gift  to  the  Women's  Guild  was 
accepted  at  the  opening  session.  This  was 
a  gavel  presented  by  the  Commission  on 
Merger.  Mrs.  Leich,  presiding  officer  said: 
"We  appreciate  the  cooperation  of  friends 
who  assisted  in  assembling  specimens  of 
wood  from  six  mission  fields:  China,  Japan, 
India,  Iraq,  Africa,  Honduras.  These  are 
combined  in  the  head  of  the  gavel. 

We  express  our  thanks  to  the  contributors; 
Dr.  Goetsch  for  securing  from  India  the  teak- 
wood,  or  as  it  is  called  in  India,  saigun.  From 
Honduras,  a  native  wood  called  ciruelillo 
which  is  found  in  and  around  La-Lima.  The 
contribution  from  Africa  comes  from  the  tree 
called  in  Tui  and  Ewe,  Odium  fchlorophora 
excelsa  I  a  very  hard  wood,  common  in  the 
African  forests,  used  in  building  all  mission 
houses.  Rev.  J.  C.  Glessner.  missionary  at 
Kirkuk,  Iraq,  sent  walnut  wood,  the  only  hard 
native   wood   of   the   country:    Rev.   G.  R. 


Potomac  Synod — Faith  Church,  Baltimore, 
Md.  Organized  by  the  Misses  Mildred 
Fanton  and  Elizabeth  Bender  with  5  charter 
members.  President,  Miss  June  L.  Evers, 
2718  E.  Chase  St.,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Mt.  Tabor  Church,  Lower  Davidson  Charge, 
Lexington,  N.  C.  Organized  by  Mrs.  R.  A. 
Robinson  with  16  charter  members.  Presi- 
dent, Miss  Carleen  Crotts,  R.  No.  2,  Lexing- 
ton, N.  C. 

Pittsburgh  Synod  —  Grace  Church,  Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.  Organized  by  Julia  E.  Boring, 
with  6  charter  members.  President,  Miss 
Mary  Elizabeth  Francis,  2405  Sarah  St.,  S.  S., 
Pittsburg,  Pa. 

•  Children  is  Important! 

church  school.  Or  if  there  is  a  junior  Chris- 
tian Endeavor  the  same  plan  might  be  used. 
A  Mission  Band  leader  will  devote  the  entire 
time  to  a  world  friendship  study. 

In  any  event  encourage  all  the  children  to 
use  Thank  Offering  boxes,  which  will  hold 
the  "thank  you"  gifts.  See  the  leaflet  "Fel- 
lowship of  Sharing"  for  the  list  of  Mission 
Band  Thank  Offering  projects.  Have  an 
impressive  service  for  the  children. 

Cooperate  with  those  who  have  charge  of 
a  church  school  of  missions  in  building  up  a 
successful  class  for  the  children. 

Welcome  to  One  New  Mission  Band 

Ohio  Synod — Central  Church,  Dayton,  0. 
Organized  by  Mrs.  V.  I.  Grove  with  12  charter 
members. 

the  Women's  Guild 

Snyder,  missionary  at  Yuanling,  China,  sent 
a  native  product  called  intsu  wood;  The 
Japanese  mission  at  San  Francisco  supplied 
a  native  Japanese  wood  called  keyali  .  .  . 
these  are  the  woods  combined  in  the  head 
of  the  gavel. 

The  handle  of  the  gavel  is  a  combination 
of  American  walnut  and  Canadian  maple. 
The  block  is  of  Indian  teak  and  the  case  is 
native  cedar.  The  gavel  took  shape  under 
the  deft  hands  of  Rev.  S.  H.  Matzke,  Wheel- 
ing, West  Virginia,  whose  exquisite  workman- 
ship produced  the  beautiful  instrument  of 
authority.  .  .  .  May  the  gavel,  product  of  many 
kinds  of  wood,  be  symbolic  of  the  unity  of 
women  within  the  Church:  may  it,  as  symbol 
of  authoritv.  quicken  the  responsibilities  of 
the  womanhood  of  the  Church,  that  unitedly 
we  may  labor  to  the  end  that  the  authority 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  may  prevail  in  mis- 
sion lands. 


MISSIONARY  GIFTS  THAT  PAY 


By  an  Annuity  Agreement  with  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  your  missionary 
gift  will  provide  you  an  income  as  long  as  you  live.  You  will  have  the  double  joy 
of  knowing  that  you  have  a  sure  income  for  life  and  that  your  money  is  permanently 
invested  in  the  Kingdom  of  God. 

Give  While  You  Live 

An  Annuity  Agreement  is  better  than  a  will.  In  the  settlement  of  estates  there 
are  frequent  uncertainties,  often  litigation  and  always  delay  in  payment.  No  matter 
how  carefully  provision  is  made  by  will  for  future  gifts,  the  purpose  of  the  testator 
is  often  defeated.  One  year  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  lost  S16,000.00  which 
consecrated  members  of  the  Reformed  Church  decided  to  give  to  the  extension  of 
their  Master's  Kingdom.  It  was  used  up  and  dissipated  in  delays,  fees,  taxes  and 
selfish  litigation.  The  Church  got  none  of  it.  Be  your  own  executor  by  making  an 
annuity  gift,  and  you  will  know  that  your  money  goes  where  you  want  it  to  go. 

Anmiity  Advantages 

You  will  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  your  gift  helps  to  extend  the 
Kingdom  of  God  in  the  world  now.  You  will  be  assured  of  a  dependable,  regular, 
unchanging,  promptly-paid  income  as  long  as  you  live.  Annuities  insure  you  against 
loss  of  principal,  relieve  you  of  uncertainties  and  worry  caused  by  changing  values 
of  invested  funds.  You  are  freed  from  financial  anxiety  and  worry  in  advancing 
years,  and  your  old  age  may  be  spent  in  peace,  comfort  and  the  spiritual  satisfaction 
of  faithful  stewardship. 

//  Is  Safe  and  Sure 

The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  was  the  first  organization  in  the  Reformed 
Church  to  issue  Annuity  Agreements  thirty-seven  years  ago.  in  all  this  time  the  Board 
has  neither  delayed  nor  defaulted  an  annuity  payment.  Back  of  this  guarantee  of  the 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  is  the  sturdy  loyalty  of  the  entire  Church. 

The  Annuity  Income 

Payment  is  made  promptly  to  the  annuitant  every  six  months  from  the  receipt 
of  the  gift.  The  rate  of  income  is  determined  by  the  age  of  the  annuitant.  It  is 
unchangeable  and  fixed  for  life.  The  rates  are  set  by  the  General  Synod  of  the 
Church.  Annuity  Agreements  are  issued  to  persons  of  any  age  for  any  sum  of  $100.00 
or  more.  Annuity  Agreements  are  also  issued  for  two  persons  and  the  annuity  is 
payable  as  long  as  either  person  lives. 


There  are  many  faithful  stewards  in  the  Church  who  would  like  to  set  apart  a 
portion  of  their  money  for  the  Lord's  work,  but  who  need  the  income.  The  Annuity 
Agreement  plan  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  enables  these  good  people  to  make 
the  desired  gift  and  at  the  same  time  provides  them  the  income  they  need  from  the 
money  which  they  gave. 

For  application  blanks,  rates  and  information,  apply  to 

REV.  A.  V.  CASSELMAN,  D.D.,  Secretary 

Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States 


]505  Race  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 
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